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Joy bundle 

Brooklyn's first baby of the New Year, Nicholas Isaacs Cherry, was born to 
Lisberthe Elias and Diango Cherry at Park Slope's New York Methodist 
Hospital at 1 5 seconds after midnight Wednesday. Immediately, a contro- 
versy arose as to whether baby Nicholas was the city's first baby, or if that 
honor would go to a baby born in the Bronx. For the complete story, and 
additional photos of other Brooklyn New Year's babies, see back page. 


Boomtown 

Fireworks light up the sky above Grand Army Plaza in this time-lapse photo taken from atop 36 Plaza St. on New Year's Eve. 


Prospect Park set to 
go car-free ... sort of 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It may feel a little like 
summer in Prospect Park 
later this month — for 
motorists that is. 

The city Department of 
Transportation (DOT) is start- 
ing a five-month trial exten- 
sion of the summer hours to 
which it restricts motorists 
driving through Prospect 
Park, allowing cars in the 
park only during the morning 
and evening rush. 

Beginning on Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, cars will only be al- 
lowed in the park on week- 
days from 7 am to 9 am and 
from 4 pm to 7 pm. Currentiy, 


cars can drive through the 
park unrestricted during 
weekdays from November 
through April. 

Cars are prohibited from 
the park Saturdays and Sun- 

The trial will last until Fri- 
day, April 4, but after that 
weekend, summer hours will 
take effect again, on Monday, 
April 7, running through Nov. 
21, according to DOT. 

“We will monitor this trial 
and gauge its effect on neigh- 
boring communities,” DOT 
Commissioner his Weinshall, 
a resident of Park Slope, said 
in a prepared statement. “And 
we are optimistic that this 
plan will be successful.” 


Members of Transportation 
Alternatives, an anti-car 
group that has lobbied for a 
car-free Prospect Park for 
more than two decades and, 
to a lesser extent, the exten- 
sion of the summer hours, ap- 
plauded the announcement. 

“We think this is a won- 
derful announcement,” said 
Clarence Eckerson, Brooklyn 
chairman of Transportation 
Alternatives. “It’s going to 
provide people in Brooklyn 
and their families an addition- 
al five months [of summer 
hours].” 

Eckerson added, however, 
that the group would not re- 
linquish its calls for a three- 
month trial of a complete ban 


on cars in the park. 

The group is supported by 
City Council members Bill De- 
Blasio (Park Slope-Windsor 
Terrace), David Yassky (Brook- 
lyn Heights-Park Slope), Yvette 
Clarke (Flatbush) and James 
Davis (Fort Greene-Prospect 
Heights), whose districts abut 
the park. 

Sunset Park -Red Hook 
Councilwoman Sara Gonza- 
lez also supports the cause. 

“This is a big step for- 
ward,” Yassky told The 
Brooklyn Papers Tuesday, 
following DOT’S announce- 
ment. “And I commend the 
Department of Transportation 
for doing it. 

See CARS on page 4 


No 


deal 

~ Mayor says 
Bear Stearns 
gets enough 

By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is play- 
ing hardball with Bear Steams & 
Company, according to published 
reports, refusing to grant any addition- 
al subsidies and tax breaks to the 
investment bank to keep it at Metrotech 
Center in Downtown Brooklyn. 

Bear Steams is threatening to pull 1,500 
jobs out of Metrotech, seeking to relocate 
them to New Jersey or, if the city provides 
a subsidy package, to Lower Manhattan. 

Both the Bloomberg administration and 
Bear Steams were tight-lipped this week 
about the negotiations, but the New York 
Times reported on Monday that the mayor, in 
See NO DEAL on page 7 


Bloomie: 
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New plans 
for lower 
Joralemon 



New plans approved by Community Board 2 would de- 
molish 36 Joralemon St. and build two three-story resi- 
dential buildings there. Hie Brooklyn Papers / File photo 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Pitching a new building in historic Brooklyn Heights 
is a notoriously delicate task. 

With the community’s inclination towards preservation cou- 
pled by a sharp eye for architecture — owed in no small part to 
the fact that many accomplished architects five in the neighbor- 
hood — the task can drain even the most tireless developer. 

Take, for example, the previous would-be developer of the 
former Joralemon Street French restaurant, Bistro 36, who 
called the Brooklyn Heights community “the toughest group 
I’ve ever come across.” 

Despite the tough crowd, a fresh plan for 36-38 Joralemon 
St., at the comer of Columbia Place, narrowly won approval 
from Community Board 2’s land use committee on Dec. 18. 

Manhattan-based architect Alex Compagno’s design for two 
three-story, redbrick townhouses with brownstone bases was 
approved by a 7-5 vote. 

Campano declined to identify the owner, who was listed by 
the city Department of Buildings as the Dutch West India Corp. 

Land Use Chairman Bill Vinicombe said the committee was 
so divided over the design that a comprehensive set of recom- 
mendations was impossible to achieve. Instead, he called for a 
simple “yea or nay” vote. 

While some on the committee liked the design and felt the 
scale of the building was appropriate for the comer, others 
thought the building, which would be just under 40 feet tall, 
See PLAN on page 2 


Court: Hynes can't evade lawsuit 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A federal judge has ruled that 
a homicide prosecutor fired by 
District Attorney Charles Hynes 
has the right to sue his former 
employer. 

Rob Reuland, 39, author of the 
novel “Hollowpoint,” and a former 
prosecutor in Hynes’ homicide bu- 
reau, claims in his lawsuit that his 
firing was political payback for state- 
ments he made to a journalist while 
promoting the book. 

A U.S. Court of Appeals panel in 
late December ruled against Hynes, 
who sought to have the suit thrown 
out on the grounds that as a public 
official he was protected from being 
sued. The case now goes back to the 
federal courthouse in Downtown 
Brooklyn with Judge John Gleeson 
presiding. 

The dark novel, published by 
Random House in 2001, graphically 
depicts the life of a prosecutor con- 
fronting death and decay in Brook- 
lyn. The book, Reuland alleges, put 
him in bad steed with Hynes. 

Shortly before Hynes began cam- 
paigning for re-election in 2001 
against insurgent challenger Sandra 


Roper, Reuland, of Park Slope, who 
had been with the homicide bureau 
for a year and a prosecutor for five 
years, told a New York magazine re- 
porter, “Brooklyn is the best place to 
be a homicide prosecutor. We’ve got 
more dead bodies per square inch 
than anyplace else.” 

Soon after he made the com- 
ments, Reuland charges in his suit, 
he received an angry letter from 
then-state Sen. Marty Markowitz 
chastising him for what he said. A 
copy of the letter was sent to Hynes, 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An anti-immigration group that 
was forced to take down bill- 
boards near the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan bridges won a settle- 
ment in its lawsuit against the 
Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey. 


according to Reuland, who also took 
issue with his words. 

“[Hynes] told me that my saying 
that Brooklyn has a high homicide 
rate makes it harder for him to send 
out his public message. That he, Joe 
Hynes, is responsible for the decline 
in homicide rates,” Reuland told The 
Brooklyn Papers. 

Reuland, who is seeking unspeci- 
fied damages, said he was given a 
choice of resigning or accepting a 
demotion just weeks after getting a 
$10,000 raise. He further alleges that 


Now, Craig Nelson, the founder and 
director of the group named Project 
USA, has suggested he may target Port 
Authority property as future sites to 
spread his group’s message that immi- 
gration policy is to blame for a range 
of issues from traffic to the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks on the World Trade Center. 

“What we’d really like to do is put 
one up on Port Authority property,” 



DA Charles Hynes bp / File photo 


Nelson told The Brooklyn Papers 
this week. “But we’ll see what hap- 
pens.” 

In 1999, Project USA erected a 
billboard near the Manhattan Bridge, 
at Flatbush Avenue facing Tillary 
Street, that read: “Tired of sitting in 
traffic? Every day another 6,000 im- 
migrants arrive. Every day!” 

Nelson was forced to remove his 


after his comments to New York 
magazine, he went from prosecuting 
high-profile murders to litigating 
public urination charges. A few 
months later, in July 2001, he was 
fired from his $84,000-a-year-post, 
he said. 

Hynes spokesman Jerry Schmet- 
terer would only say, “It would be 
inappropriate to comment on a case 
that’s now before Judge Gleeson.” 
Hynes’ defense attorneys had ar- 
gued that the district attorney was 
See HYNES on page 7 


sign — for which he paid $750 for 
three months — by the city Depart- 
ment of Buildings, which claimed he 
had not obtained the proper permits. 

He accused the Buildings Depart- 
ment of bullying the billboard com- 
pany, but an ensuing First Amend- 
ment lawsuit was eventually thrown 
out of federal court. 

See SETTLE on page 7 


Anti-immigrant settlement 


Murrow chess team keeps rolling 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The chess team at Edward R. 
Murrow High School in Midwood 
has gotten used to winning. 

The school took home first prize 
Dec. 29 at the New York City chess 
championship. It was the team’s 10th 
city title. Now they’re busy preparing 
to take the state title at the champi- 
onship in upstate Rochester. 

Teacher Eliot Weiss says coaching 
the team is a labor of love. Weiss start- 
ed the chess club in 1983. He says it’s 
what keeps him going. “Without it I 
would just be teaching calculus,” he 

While Weiss helps the less-experi- 
enced chess players get started, their 
more experienced teammates often 
teach him a thing or two. 

Renowned for its academics and 
performing arts courses, Murrow, on 


Avenue L at East 16th Street in Mid- 
wood, has in the past decade become 
equally known for its chess team. 
Many team members say that’s what 
attracted them to the school. 

Since 1990, the team has placed first 
or second in the city championship and 
has fared well in the state and national 
competitions, beating out suburban 
public and private schools with far 
more resources. 

At a special chess club meeting on 
Monday afternoon, the teenagers im- 
mediately lmed up along either side of 
the chess boards set out along the back 
of Room 446, home to the chess club 
and Weiss’ calculus classes. 

The front bulletin board in 446 is 
covered with photographs of the chess 
team posing with their gilded trophies 
alongside the likes of former Vice Pres- 
ident A1 Gore, former Mayor Rudolph 
Guiliani and Gov. George Pataki. 

Dimitry Minevich and Olga Noviko- 


va were involved in a heated match on 
Monday. Each move of a bishop, pawn 
or knight was immediately followed by 
a slap of the digital clock adjacent to 
the black-and-white-checked chess- 
board. Any interruptions seemed to irk 
the young players. 

Novikova, 17, who moved to Amer- 
ica from the Ukraine two years ago 
and now lives in Sheepshead Bay, 
learned to play chess by watching her 
father, Igor Novikov (whose name 
does not end in a), a grand master pro- 
fessional chess player. “I like the chal- 
lenge,” said Olga, one of the few girls 
on the team, as she eagerly returned to 
the game. 

While the chess team was once pre- 
dominalty white, Jewish and male, 
Weiss said there are now black, His- 
panic and female members. He said he 
liked the mix much better. 

Minevich, 16, has been playing 
See CHAMPS on page 4 



Senior chess champs Dmitry Minevich (left, front) and Olga 
Novikova (right) square off, as do other team members. 
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3 Months Free Dues 


Prostate Problems? 


Have a weak urine flow? 

Often feel a sudden urge to urinate? 

Have difficulty starting urination? 

If you answered YES to any of these questions you may benefit from the TherMatrx 
microwave thermotherapy treatment now being offered by Dr. Francis E. Florio, M.D. 
This treatment for enlarged prostate is done in the physician’s office and does not involve 
surgery. Call us now for a preliminary screening. 

(718) 238-1818 

www.thermatrx.com — - THERMATRX 

www.floriomd.com *^1 


Sex-for-purse a no-go 






SATNICK 


whiten your teeth in about an hour! 

take your first step to feeling good, looking great and 

to yourself! Find out more about Zoom! in-office tooth whitening. 

Call today! 

Ronald I. Teichman, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic And Family Dentistry 

357 Seventh Avenue (At 10th St.), Park Slope 

718-768-1111 


JOIN NOW TO GET S175 OFF YOUR INITIATION, PLUS GET 
MEMBERSHIP THROUGH MAY 1ST, 2004 FOR THE PRICE OF A YEAR! 


Offer ends January 31st ! 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 


The 26-year-old suspect was 
summarily arrested and charged 
with attempted robbery. 

Picked on train 

A woman’s purse was picked 
while she rode a crowded Q train 
to the station at Atlantic Avenue 
and Flatbush Avenue. 

The victim, 34, told police 
that on Dec. 28, at 10:30 am, she 
was jostled and bumped on the 
crowded train but didn’t realize 
her purse had been unzipped un- 
til she got off the subway. 

The straphanger reported los- 
ing her credit cards, identifica- 
tion and $75. 

Jimmy who? 

A woman, 29, was inside her 
apartment on Warren Street be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
when an unfamiliar and illicit 
visitor walked into her bedroom. 

The victim was lying down in 
her bedroom on Jan. 3 at around 
noon, when she heard someone 
yell out, “Hey, Jimmy.” 

Her name not being Jimmy, she 
spmng to attention and then real- 
ized someone was ttying her door- 
knob. An unfamiliar man walked 
into her room and the damsel in 
distress then shouted, “Get of my 
house before I kill you!” 

The burglar closed the door 
behind him and left. Upon fur- 
ther investigation, the police dis- 
covered the man had broken in 
through a window. 

Caught looking 

This burglar might have 
thought of knocking first. 

A man was busted for alleged- 
ly trying to climb into a woman’s 
window on Visitation Place, be- 
tween Richards and Van Brunt 
streets, while the would-be vic- 

The victim, 45, watched as the 
thief attempted to pull the win- 
dows open at 5:20 pm, and she 
called police. The spooked thief 
took off, but police caught a 42- 
year-old suspect matching the wom- 
an’s description of the burglar. 

Officer Alberto Iturral of the 
76th Precinct made the collar. 

School burgle 

The Berkeley Carroll School’s 
library, on Lincoln Place be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth av- 
enues, was burglarized of $8,370 
in property between 3 pm on Jan. 
3 and 2:30 pm on Jan. 6. 

Mugs bus driver 

A man held up a B75 bus 
driver at gunpoint on Jan. 6. 

The victim, 44, told police she 
made a stop at the intersection of 
Court Street and West Ninth 
Street at 4 am, when the perilous 
passenger, dressed in a camou- 
flage, hooded jacket, boarded the 
vehicle. When the robber noticed 
no one else was on board he 
pulled a gun and ordered the 
driver to hand over her wallet. 

The suspect fled with the vic- 
tim’s wallet, cont ainin g $60, her 
transit badge and driver’s license. 


PLAN 

Continued from page 1 
would disrupt the low-lying, 
sloping curve of rooftops on 
Joralemon Street and over- 
shadow its neighbors. 

In a letter to Sherida Paulsen, 
chairwoman of the city Land- 
marks Preservation Commission 
(1 PC), Tom van den Bout, an ar- 
chitect who is chairman of the 
Brooklyn Heights Association’s 
landmarks committee, said, 
“While the development of two 
single-family structures does limit 
the scale of the project, the overall 
height is problematic, especially 
on Joralemon Street. The apparent 
height of the Joralemon Street fa- 
cade is magnified by the down- 
ward slope of the street 

“While we support the general 
direction of this proposal,” he 
wrote, “we feel that additional 
effort should be placed on the 
above points.” 

Compagno said he was actively 
reworking the design to accommo- 
date the suggestions before a final 
draft is considered by the LPC lat- 
er this month. Because the existing 
structure is in a historic district, its 
demolition requires the approval of 
the LPC as do plans for the exteri- 

Among suggestions Compagno 
said he is trying to incorporate, is 
creating ample separation between 
36 and 38 Joralemon St, so it does 
not appear as a single block of 
buildings, and the compression of 
elements so the width and height 
can be reduced slightly. 

“We compressed the building 
more and broke it up so that it 
reads more clearly as two build- 
ings,” he said. 

Updated designs are still un- 
derway, he said. 

The older plans were scrapped 
last spring, after the previous de- 
veloper, Marshall Sohn, aban- 
doned the idea of erecting two 
townhouses of between three and 
four stories that would have fea- 
tured plain facades and single- 
paned windows. 

In summer 2001, Brooklyn 
Heights residents furiously pro- 
tested the plans, which also in- 
cluded garages that neighbors 
complained were an anomaly in 
the Heights except for a few for- 
mer carriage houses. 

Sohn eventually ditched the 
plans and sold the building to a 
new company, Compagno said. 

The two single-family town- 
houses are slated to have ground- 
floor parlors with four bedrooms 
on the upper floors and a side 
yard between the buildings. 

He hopes to be able to break 
ground in spring and estimates the 
consuucuon to last about one year. 


tween Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues, by a man claiming to be a 
police officer. 

The victim, 41, told police that 
on Jan. 3, at 7 pm, he responded to 
a call at the Sterling Place building 
but the dispatcher canceled the 
pickup. Before leaving, however, 
he got into an argument with a 
woman, who then yelled up to a 
fourth-floor apartment. 

An unknown man came 
downstairs, allegedly identified 
himself as a police officer, flash- 
ed a badge and said, “You’re un- 
der arrest.” 

The “cop” then punched the 
victim in the face, causing minor 
injuries, and proceeded to pull the 
victim out of his car. As the perpe- 
trator pulled on the victim’s leg to 
get him out of the vehicle, $175 
fell out of his sock. The assailant 
picked up the cash and fled. 

Police officers responding to 
the scene notified the Internal Af- 
fairs Bureau, which had no list- 
ing of police or corrections offi- 
cers living at the address. Internal 
Affairs is continuing its investi- 
gation, according to the report. 

New Year stab 

New Year’s revelry erupted in 
violence at a club on Flatbush Av- 
enue between Bergen Street and 
Saint Mark’s Avenue, police said 

Three men were stabbed 
while leaving the nightclub at 
around 5 am on Jan. 1 . 

As one of the victims, 47, at- 
tempted to leave the bar he was 
stabbed in the back and abdomen 
by unidentified attackers. Out- 
side the club, two more men, one 
21 and the other 28, were 
stabbed in the fray. Neither was 
seriously injured, and the first 
victim was treated at Long Island 
College Hospital. 

Honest thief 

A moment of conscience de- 
feated common sense ... or was 
it just plain stupidity? 

When 78th Precinct police re- 
covered a fake gun from a sus- 
pect hanging around in a jewelry 
store and they inquired what his 
intentions were with the fraudu- 
lent firearm, he allegedly re- 
sponded, “Was gonna rob the 
place.” 

On Dec. 30, at around 1:20 
pm, the suspect entered the jew- 
elry store, on Fifth Avenue be- 
tween 12th and 13th streets. He 
had reportedly hung around aim- 
lessly for about half an hour 
when a witness grew suspicious 
and called the police. 

When police arrived they 
questioned the man and searched 
him. After they recovered the 
fake gun, he made his damning 
confession. 


A couple of purse snatchers 
were busted after stealing a 
woman’s purse and then offer- 
ing it back to her in exchange 
for sex. 

Police said the woman was 
chatting with a pair of teenage 
boys in a club on Pearl Street, 
between Front and York streets, 
in DUMBO, around 2 am on 
New Year’s Eve. 

Shortly after they left, she re- 
alized her purse had been stolen. 
She called the police and then 
called her own cell phone, which 
was inside the handbag. The 
saucy suspects picked up the 
phone and told her she could 
have the purse back if she agreed 
to have sex with them. 

The victim pretended to acqui- 
esce to the coital compromise and 
set up a meeting at Jay and Con- 
cord streets, Downtown. Police 
searched the area and arrested two 
boys, both 16, matching the vic- 
tim’s description. They were each 
charged them with robbery. 

Cop and robber 

A livery cab driver was at- 
tacked and robbed outside a 
building on Sterling Place, be- 


Lutheran 


Medical Center. 

is proud to announce that 

Robert Molson, M.D.,D-OG 

has joined our staff 


For an appointment at 
our 9711 Third Avenue office 
call (718) 759-9126. 


Castle Senior Living at Prospect Park is a full service 
retirement continuum which offers an attractive new 
lifestyle alternative for seniors. 

We offer: 

• Spacious suites with scenic views | 

• 23 different suite plans 

• Planned activities/social events 

• Daily exercise classes 


CALL TODAY TO FIND 
OUT MORE ABOUT THIS 
SPECIAL COUPLES RATE 

718-622-8400 


Castle 
Senior 
Living 


AT PROSPECT PARK 

Compassion , Support, JZoyalty 

One Prospect Park West • Brooklyn, New York 11215-1613 
Phone: 718-622-8400 • Fax: 718-622-8449 
www.castleseniorliving.com 
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Police Blotters 


Box-cut thug 

A woman was grabbed from 
behind while packing the trunk 
of her car, on Carroll Street be- 
tween Eighth and Washington 
avenues on Dec. 30, and robbed 
at knifepoint. 

The victim, 31, told police the 
robber grabbed her at around 7: 30 
pm, just after she opened the hunk 
He put a box cutter to her tl 
and said, “Shut up and kee 

The woman handed over $zo, 
jewelry and a $300 camera and 
credit cards. The mugger then at- 
tempted to force the woman into 
the car. She resisted and the thief 
took off with the car keys, leav- 
ing the vehicle behind. 

TVain duo 

As a man was on his way into 
the M, N and R Union Street 
subway station at Fourth Avenue, 
at 11:30 pm on Jan. 5, he was at- 
tacked by a pair of muggers. 

The victim, 46, told police that 
before he headed into the station 
he was grabbed by two men, one 
of who displayed a knife. The 
knife-wielding mugger punched 
the victim and then stole $46. 

Holy roller 

A break-in at a church on 
Eighth Avenue at Sixth Street — 
which resulted in at least a cou- 
ple of broken commandments — 
ended well enough when the 
thief heeded the one that goes, 
“Thou shalt not steal.” 

The church closed at 8 pm on 
Jan. 2. The next morning some- 
one discovered the church had 
been broken into. Police said a 
side window was forced open 
and the unholy roller sinfully 
sifted through closets and cup- 
boards. The intruder did not, 
however, take anything, accord- 
ing to the police report. 

De-celled 

A 20-year-old woman was 
bumped for her cell phone on 
Christmas Eve while walking 
down the retail strip on Fulton 
Street near DeKalb Avenue. 

The victim told police that at 
around 4 pm someone bumped 
into her and soon after she real- 
ized her cell phone had been lift- 
ed from her purse. 


Woffei 
repairs o 


quality service on all jewelry 
r have your jewelry redesigned. 


Jewelry checked and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 

** t • All repairs done on premises. 

J Hartley F. Satnick 

*»*j C ertified Master Watchmaker *'* 

Serving the community for over 39 years 
196 Joralemon St. (off court st) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (7 18) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Exclusively for Treatment 
of Varicose Veins of All Sizes. 
Spiders and Facial Spiders. Leg Ulcers. 
17 years experience 
National clientele 


9920 Fourth Ave., Room 305 

(Bet. 99th & 100th Sts.) http://w 


(718) 748-2659 
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456 State Street - Brooklyn 

(bet. Nevins & 3rd) 

fine linens 

Christening gowns and layettes 

MARLY MALONE JEWELRY 

FOR GENTS, LADIES AND WEE ONES 

Irish tea, jams and sweets 

www.irishjewelry.com (718) 625-0330 


Feds not worried 
about B'klyn air 


Home of Funzi's Pub • Karaoke - Fri. Nights 
Cosmic Bowling - Sat. Nights • Fund Raisers 
Corporate Parties • Leagues Forming 


Monday Madness 


$1 .00 “To™ 

(Up to six people per lane) 

from 9pm to closing 

(cannot be combined 
with any other offer) 
(holidays excluded) 

p ° r eat 

Pa *KINgi 

maple lanes 

1570 60th Street • Bklyn, NY 11219 

718-331-9000 

Gil Hodges Lanes 

6161 Strickland Ave. • Bklyn, NY 11234 

718-763-3333 



: * «£> 

A seventh m. ' 

FRAMING 


♦ Custom Framing 

♦ Ready-Made Frames 1 

374 7th Avenue ♦ Po5ter5 5 Frinl5 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) ♦ Friendly Service 

718-832-0655 
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Protection Agency’s test- 
ing and cleanup for homes 
contaminated by dust 
emitted from the collapse 
of the World Trade Center, 
it’s looking like Brooklyn 
will also be cut out of a 
study of the potential 
health effects of 9-11. 

The preliminary qualifica- 
tions for potential candidates 
of a $20 million health reg- 
istry, paid for by federal disas- 
ter relief money, excludes 
Brooklyn residents, many of 
whose homes and neighbor- 
hoods were blanketed by the 
initial plume. 

Park Slope Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio this week railed 
against Brooklyn’s exclusion 
from the registry. 

“As I am sure you are aware, 
satellite photographs taken on 
Sept. 11 show that the smoke 
plume resulting from the de- 
struction of the trade center 
towers extended across Brook- 
lyn (including large portions of 
the 39th Councilmanic District, 
which I represent) and even to 
the southern tip of the Rock- 
aways,” DeBlasio wrote in a 
letter to both Dr. David 
Williamson, director of the divi- 
sion of health studies of the 
Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry, and to Dr. 
Thomas Frieden, commissioner 
of the city Department of 
Health. The two agencies will 
maintain the registry. 

“Ash and dust from the ca- 
tastrophe was carried in the air 
and settled in these areas,” 
wrote DeBlasio, whose district 
also includes Carroll Gardens, 
Windsor Terrace and Midwood. 

Last summer, NASA re- 
leased a space station photo- 
graph taken on Sept. 11, 2001, 
that showed the dust and 
smoke plume from Ground 
Zero spreading across the East 
River and engulfing most of 
Brooklyn Heights and Down- 
town Brooklyn, and then pro- 
ceeding south by southeast 
over Cobble Hill and Carroll 
Gardens, Park Slope, Prospect 
Park, Kensington, Midwood and 
then over Sheepshead Bay and 
Brighton Beach. 

Though the criteria of the 
200,000-person registry is ten- 
tative, the objective is currently 
to enlist people who were in or 
near Lower Manhattan on Sept. 
11, such as shoppers and stu- 
dents, and volunteer and rescue 
workers at Ground Zero and the 
Fresh Kills Landfill on Staten 
Island, where the debris was 
carted and sifted through. 

Health Department spokes- 
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man Andrew Tucker said the 
agencies were working under 
the assumption that those clos- 
est to the attacks would suffer 
the greatest effects. 

“I am not aware of any 
credible scientific basis for 
concluding that the health of 
people living only a few miles 
away from the disaster site 
could not be affected by toxic 
airborne elements,” DeBlasio 
noted in his letter. 

The registry is intended to 
track, until 2021, patterns of 
psychological and physical ill- 
ness that may be a result of ex- 
posure to the dust and debris 
released on 9-11. 

All the participants will be 
interviewed by telephone, 
Tucker said, and the registry is 
not intended to offer diagnosis 
or treatment but will refer 
clients to clinical services. 

They expect to launch the 
registry this spring. 

The registry was proposed 
last year by Sen. Hillary Clin- 
ton, for whom DeBlasio 
served as campaign manager. 

Philippe Reines, a 
spokesman for Clinton, said 
the senator was in favor of in- 
cluding Brooklyn in the reg- 
istry, but he could not say what 
actions she planned to take to 
make that happen. 

The offices of Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler and Rep. Nydia Ve- 
lazquez fumed this week that 
Brooklyn was again being 
overlooked. 

“Why would they not in- 
clude Brooklyn?” asked Wen- 
dy Belzer, spokeswoman for 


Velazquez. “We understand the 
parameters are tentative, but 
she will continue to push and mge 
them to include Brooklyn.” 

Beyond the geographic lim- 
itations, there are additional 
concerns about the future of 
the registry because the $20 
million currently available is 
only enough for the project’s 
creation and the first round of 
interviews. Neither Clinton nor 
the agencies involved could 
say where future funding 
would come from. 

Brooklyn’s exclusion comes 
shortly after the borough was 
passed over by the EPA for 
testing and remediation of 
homes contaminated by fallout 
from the World Trade Center’s 
collapse. 

Although the plume cut a 
swath through Brooklyn, and 
the borough may have been 
further contaminated by the 
carting of debris from Manhat- 
tan through Brooklyn to Fresh 
Kills, the deadline passed on 
Dec. 28 without Brooklyn ever 
being included in the cleanup 
of homes. 

Bonnie Bellow, a spokes- 
woman for the EPA, told The 
Brooklyn Papers last week that 
Lower Manhattan would re- 
main the litmus test to see 
whether other areas need to be 
included in studies. 

Despite the EPA’s assurances 
that the initial data showed no 
immediate cause for alarm, the 
Brooklyn delegation in Wash- 
ington, City Hall and Albany, 
publicly excoriated the agency 
for its complacency. 
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Women 
of Brooklyn 


The Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Long island 
College Hospital offers a multi-specialty program. Our staff 
provides compassionate care to women of all ages. 


• 4-Dimension Ultrasound 

• Birthing Center 

• Labor and Delivery 
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Carpet & Home 



ABC Carpet & Home's new warehouse store is located on Jay and Plymouth 

streets in DUMBO. The Brooklyn Papers/ Tom Callan 


Located in a huge DUMBO warehouse 
space, ABC Carpet & Home offers an 
eclectic selection of home furniture and 
furnishings carefully chosen for the up- 
scale Brownstone Brooklyn community. 

The DUMBO location is ABC Carpet’s 
first store to open in Brooklyn — an occa- 
sion that will be celebrated at their Jan. 31 
formal grand opening. This means that 
now Brooklynites can choose from the 
chain’s wide selection of stylish and so- 
phisticated items without even crossing the 

In addition to carpet and area rugs, ABC 
Carpet & Home offers furniture for every 
room in the house — from contemporary 
pieces to venerable antiques. 

There are antique Chinese pieces from 
the mid- 1800s, and furniture by designers 


like Mitchell Gold as well as contemporary 
reproductions. You’ll also find furniture 
from India, Indonesia and antiques from 
many European countries. 

On the lighter side, ABC Carpet & 
Home carries lighting fixtures, trays, vases, 
mirrors and picture frames. 

In fact, shopping at ABC Carpet & 
Home is something like a discovery 
process in which one can find many styles 
tastefully gathered together. And the treas- 
ures come from all over the world. 

ABC Carpet & Home Warehouse Store 
in DUMBO, located at 20 Jay St. at the 
comer of Plymouth Street, accepts Master- 
Card, Visa, American Express and Discov- 
er, and is open seven days a week from 11 
am to 6 pm. For more information, call (718) 
643-7400. — Paulanne Simmons 
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A family divided 

Brooklyn resident seeks to bring his family home 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Andrzej Szewc spent 
Christmas on the telephone. 

It’s something he’s gotten 
used to after spending the past 
three years 4,000 miles from his 
wife who is stuck in their native 
Poland with their two Ameri- 
can-bom sons and banned from 
returning to the United States 
for another seven years. 

Andrzej, 29, a cabinetmaker 
who moved to the United States 
10 years ago from Tonrobrzeg, 
Poland, says he doesn’t wish his 
own enemies should be separat- 
ed from their families. 

“Christmas is the most dif- 
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ficult,” he says. 

“It will kill you if you think 
about it too much,” says An- 
drzej, a quiet man who pauses 
between words to make sure 
he chooses them carefully. 

Andrzej and Agnes Szewc’s 
problems began three years 
ago when the couple packed a 
few suitcases at their apart- 
ment in Astoria, Queens and 
headed back to Poland with 
their two sons for what was 
supposed to be a month-long 
trip to sort out Agnes’ immi- 
gration status. 

While her husband was a 
permanent resident in the 
United States at the time, and 


her two sons are U.S. citizens, 
Agnes was neither. After filing 
for an extension on her visa, 
she scheduled an appointment 
with the U.S. Embassy in 
Warsaw, hoping that they 
could expedite the process for 
her to get a green card. 

It was a trip, Andrzej says, 
they will both regret for the 
rest of their lives. 

When Agnes arrived in 
Poland, instead of a green card 
she was told she wouldn’t be 
able to return to the United 
States for 10 years. Her hus- 
band and sons could go, they 
said, but she could not. 

Had the couple stuck it out a 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 S26 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

Located in Prospect Heights 

603 St. Johns Place 


KINGSBORO TEMPLE of 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

415 7TH ST. • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 


Prayer Meeting - Wednesdays - 7:30 pm 
Our Sabbath Service is live on the inteLt! 


Congregation 

J gplt B'nai Jacob 

JL Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th St. bet. 6/7 Aves 

832-1266 

965-9836 

Rabbi Shimon Hecht 
Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat Friday Evenings 
Shabbat Sat. AM: 9:30 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org 


Union 

Temple 




Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


You are always welcome 
Friday Evenings 
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:45 p.m. 

First Friday service followed 
by Pot Luck supper 6:00 p.m. 

Regular Service 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Services 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 
PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 ^.41 


Continued from page 1 
chess since he was 8. He came 
to the United States three years 
ago from the Ukraine and says 
he likes chess “because it 
makes you think.” 

The superstars of the chess 
team stroll in after the others 
are already seated. 

Seniors Pavel Polyak and 
Tony Gorokhovsky do won- 
ders to dispel the stereotype of 
nerdy chess players with 
floundering social skills. With 
a swagger and confidence that 
could easily leave them mis- 
taken for basketball players, 
Polyak and Gorokhovsky have 
been playing chess together 
since junior high. 

Polyak, 17, who moved to 
the United States from Moldova 
in 1994, lives in Brighton 
Beach. He was a national junior 
high school chess champion. He 
was also this year’s top high 
school player in the city, win- 
ning all five rounds of the 
championship. Polyak was 
taught chess by his mother — 
who plays the game as a hobby 
— when he was just 5. 

Gorokhovsky, also 17, 
moved here from Odessa, in 
the Ukraine, in 1987, and 
learned to play chess from his 
grandfather just a few years 
later. “It’s exciting,” he said. 
“You need to know how to 
play under pressure,” he said, 
adding that as a player one 
wrong move can finish you. 


When asked how the game 
of chess applies to real life, 
most of the kids shrugged their 
shoulders. 

“It doesn’t,” Gorokhovsky 

“You have to think,” Polyak 
offered. “It makes you think.” 

One thing the team does not 
have to think about as much 
these days is finances. 

Three years ago, a woman 
known simply as Rita was rid- 
ing in a taxi in Manhattan 
when she heard a report on 
1010 WINS detailing how the 
Murrow chess team could not 
afford to attend the national 
championship in Kansas City. 

The woman got in touch 
with Weiss and soon became 
the patron of the team. 

She has agreed to foot the 
$16,000 bill to cover the cost 
of travel, hotels, food and fees 
for the team to travel to 
Rochester for the state champi- 
onships on March 1-2 and to 
Columbus, Ohio for the na- 
tionals on March 20-23. 

This will be the last high 
school championship for Polyak 
and Gorokhovsky, who are both 
considering CUNY’s Baruch 
College in the fall. There is no 
chess team at Baruch, but both 
boys said they would continue 
to play individually. 

“I’ll miss the team,” Gorok- 
hovsky said. 

“But you’ve got to move 
on,” added Polyak. 
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little longer, Agnes would have 
easily obtained a green card 
when her husband became a 
U.S. citizen a few months after 
the trip to Poland. But because 
of a provision in the immigra- 
tion laws, if a person overstays 
their visa for 180 days and then 
leaves the United States, they 
are barred from returning for 
three years. Overstaying a visa 
for more than one year results in 
being barred from returning to 
the United States for 10 years. 

Andrzej, out of the necessi- 
ty of earning a living for his 
family, returned to the United 
States alone. 

So for the past three years, 
Agnes and Andrzej, who met 
when they were just 14 and 
started dating and then fell in 
love a few years later, have been 
using the telephone to keep their 
marriage, and family, together. 

“I miss my wife and chil- 
dren very much,” Andrzej 
says, reminiscing about his 
family, and also the pierogi his 
wife used to make. He now 
shares an apartment in Ben- 
sonhurst with his father and 
brother. While they take turns 
cooking for one another, An- 
drzej says it isn’t the same. 

Colorful pictures of houses 
and families drawn by his 
sons, who are both blonde like 
their mother and father, are a 
constant reminder of the life 
Andrzej is not leading. 

If the Szewcs had only 
stayed in the United States 


back in 1999, the family could 
still be happily living together 
— legally. David, 8, would be 
attending second-grade and 
Sebastian, 6, would be starting 
kindergarten. 

Instead, the children, who 
live with their mother and 
grandmother, watch old video- 
tapes from birthday parties they 
attended at a McDonald’s in 
Queens. They wear Levi’s and 
Nike’s sent by their father. They 
have named their pet gerbil af- 
ter the Baby Bop character in 
the American Barney cartoons, 
and every time they speak to 
their father they ask when he 
he’s coming back to see them. 

“Very soon,” he tells them, 
although he fears it won’t be. 

Andrzej, who talks to his 
wife for an hour almost every 
day, says he doesn’t get to 
speak with his sons often 
enough. Because he has to call 
when he returns home from 
work, which usually includes 
weekends, it is usually near 3 
am in Poland. 

When he first arrived in the 
United States, Andrzej moved 
to his grandmother’s house in 
Astoria. When Agnes joined 
him 10 months later, the cou- 
ple found an apartment of 
their own nearby. Their wed- 
ding followed in April 1994 
and a reception was held at a 
restaurant in Greenpoint, a 
largely Polish neighborhood. 

After returning from Poland 
alone in 1999, Andrzej kept 


the apartment he once shared 
with his family. 

“We had packed for one 
month, so we were thinking it’s 
like a trip for a green card and 
we can see the family,” An- 
drzej said. When he returned 
home alone, the first thing that 
he had to do was pack his fam- 
ily’s belongings and ship them 
back to Poland. 

After a year he decided it 
was too costly and too much 
of a reminder of his past fami- 
ly life to hold onto the apart- 
ment in Astoria. So he packed 
his belongings and moved in 
with his brother, Thomas, in 
Bensonhurst. 

According to Cynthia Ryan, 
a lawyer with the firm Siskind, 
Susser, Haas and Ryan, an im- 
migration law firm located 
across the street from the Im- 


migration and Naturalization 
Service offices in lower Man- 
hattan, Agnes could have ad- 
justed her status had she only 
stayed in the country. 

“Not all of the consular of- 
ficers have vast knowledge 
about immigration and are of- 
ten under-trained and under- 
informed,” Ryan said, explain- 
ing that it’s unfortunate but not 
unusual that the consulate in 
Warsaw did not advise Agnes 
against leaving the United 
States. 

Agnes must now file for a 
waiver of inadmissibility, which 
means that the INS would lift 
the 10-year ban on her return- 
ing to the United States. Ryan 
says the family must demon- 
strate that having Agnes and the 
children in Poland creates an 
“extreme hardship.” 


CARS 


least try a full ban on cars in 
the park,” he added. “But this 


is a very solid step towards 
that.” 

Lisi de Bourbon, a DOT 
spokeswoman, said the park 
averages about 1,450 cars per 
hour traveling through the 
park during peak hours and 
that the agency would use an- 


ecdotal data provided by the 
police department, elected of- 
ficials and the community 
boards to gauge the results of 
the ban. 

While the speed limit in the 
park is 30 miles per hour, 
Transportation Alternatives 


claims its own traffic counts, 
conducted in 1998, indicated 
that between 7 am and 8 am 
on an average morning, 90 
percent of cars were speeding. 
The group claims that a car 
ran a red light every two min- 
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COLLEGE 

PREVIEW 


$ 


A guide to Brooklyn 
colleges and universities 


The Brooklyn Papers 

If you’re one of thou- 
sands planning to attend 
college this spring, here 
are some schools and pro- 
grams to consider. 

Polytechnic 

University 

Polytech, one of the na- 
tion’s leading engineering 
schools, is offering two inno- 
vative degree programs for 
students who have completed 
their associates degree require- 
ments. Beginning this month. 
Polytech will offer upper level 
undergraduate Computer Sci- 
ence and Construction Man- 
agement courses in the 
evening, enabling students to 
earn a top-tier bachelor's de- 
gree while continuing to work 
full time. 

The University is recruiting 
Associate in Science (AS) and 
Associate in Applied Science 
(AAS) degree holders with 
computer, construction or sci- 
ence-related majors to enroll 
in this new program. 

A recent study by the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics 
showed that bachelor’s degree 
holders earn $8,000 more per 
year than those with an associ- 
ate’s. The starting salaries of 
Polytech grads are nearly 20 
percent higher than the nation- 
al average for all BS degree 
recipients. 

In this program, students 
will attend classes two 
nights per week for three years. 
For an application, email: 
partime@poly.edu or down- 
load at poly.edu/admissions/ 
undergrad/application. The 
program is supported by sev- 
eral scholarship and financial 
aid opportunities, and em- 
ployer reimbursements may 
also be available to students. 

Touro College 

Touro College is well 
known for its variety of ca- 
reer-oriented programs, as 
well as for the personal atten- 
tion given to each student. Its 
goal is to provide students 
with a successful education 
through a combination of 
small classes, dedicated and 
caring faculty, convenient 
schedules, and affordable tu- 
ition. There are over 11,000 
Touro students currently en- 
rolled. 

Touro offers undergraduate 
and graduate programs with 
numerous majors such as 


Business Management, Hu- 
man Services, Education, 
Health Sciences, Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and Computer 
Science, including a new pro- 
gram in Digital Media Arts. 

The Learning and Tutoring 
Center provides students with 
support every step of the way. 
Morning, evening and week- 
end classes and courses via the 
internet offer flexibility for al- 
most any schedule. And when 
you are ready, Touro’s Career 
Development Center can help 
you search for the right job to 
begin your career. 

Transfer credits are easily 


accepted from most accredited 
colleges and universities. For 
more information, call (212) 
463-0400, (718) 2-SCHOOL, 
or visit www.touro.edu. 

Kingsborough 

Community 

College 

Kingsborough is located on 
a 72-acre campus in Manhat- 
tan Beach, at Brooklyn’s 
southern tip, surrounded by 
lovely water views. Founded 
in 1933, the college serves 
about 30,000 students per year. 

The Division of Continuing 
Education provides courses in 


Computers, English as a Sec- 
ond Language, GED, Test 
Prep, MOUS, SAT, Real Estate 
and Insurance. Certificate pro- 
grams include CISCO, Book- 
keeping, Accounting, Parale- 
gal, EMT, Medical Billing, and 
Business. 

Business and Industry train- 
ing is available for Health Care 
Workforce Training, Strategic 
Planning, Customer Service 
Training and Foreign Lan- 
guage Training. 

Registration is taking place 
now and classes start Jan. 13. 
For more information, call 
(718) 368-5050. 


.Don't miss a golden opportunity! 


The TIME is now to join us ; 
where we are committed 
to academic excellence 
and personal attention! 


| Associate & Bachelor Degrees-Undergraduate Programs 


> BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

> HUMAN SERVICES 

> COMPUTER SCIENCE 

> HEALTH SCIENCES 

> EDUCATION 

> LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES 
ESL CLASSES 

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

Computer Networking 

(718)265-6534 ext 1002 

Microcomputer Support Technician 

(718)449-6160 ext 136 

Medical Coding & Billing 

(718)871-7292 

| Register for Spring 2003! | 

Day and evening classes 
Financial aid for qualified students 

Online courses available i 7 -j — 1 

T ransfer students welcome I www - touro - edu ] 

Job placement assistance for all graduates 

(718) 265-6534 ext.1003 




MANHATTAN BROOKLYN 

Midtown, Uptown Bensonhurst, Brighton, Boro Park, 
QUEENS Starrett City, Sunset Park, 

Flushing, Forest Hills Kings Highway 


n Information Systems - Data Communications 
Iwith concentration in Digital Media Arts 

(212)463-0400 ext.588 










APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Carroll Gardens 

Town'house! All New 980 sq.ft., I 
Bedroom plus 8' by 10' den. Oak 
Floors, large bath, air, sunny, bright. 
A must see! $1 800. Move in January 
15th. Call for appointment (718) 
852-4861 W02 


Studio Space Available 


Newly renovated 1,000 sq. ft on 
Atlantic Ave in Brooklyn Heights. 
Back of building, private and quiet. 
Hardwood floors, exposed brick 
walls. Large open space with semi- 
private office. Perfect for yoga / 
karate, artist space. Wired for inter- 
net and cable. $1 ,500/mo. (718) 488- 
0661,(718)875-0887. wot 

□ CO-OPS & 
CONDOS 


Kensington/Boro Pk. 

4 rooms in private 2 family 
house, near transportation. 
Working single person. No pets, 
smoking. $800 monthly. (718) 
972-8574. 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 
www.Su blet.com 
Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT R2M{ 


OCEAN PARKWAY 

Beautiful two bedroom apt, 1000 sq 
feet, 4-1/2 rooms, all new, oak floors, 
elevator bldg. References. $1,325. 
Owner (5 16) 763-5360. 

BENSONHURST 

One bedroom apt. All new. Oakflrs. 
Elevator bldg. Near all. $900. 
Owner (516) 763-5360. R51 


Rooms for Rent 


BAY RIDGE 

85th Street near 4th and 5th aves. 
Near all trans and shopping, Seeking 
non-smoking professional/student. 
Shared living room, kitchen, sun 

$600. Furnished. Viewing after 
1/1/03. (718) 748-3328. 



Prime Cobble Hill 

Space Available for Office or Studio. 
SUNNY - QUIET - PRIVATE. 2 rooms 
(1 3'xl 3' & 5'xl 20, 24/7 access, shares 
ok, no live-ins. $700/mo. (718) 222- 


Columbia Waterfront/ 
Red Hook 

basement. Close to Battery Tunnel. 
$1 ,600 monthly. By owner. (718) 246- 
2277. liz.magnes@verizon.net. 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


PARK SLOPE / 
CENTER SLOPE 

Charming 2BR with all the 
trimmings. Lofted office, 
private rear-facing terrace, 
fabulous high ceilings. W/D 
and D/W. Lots of closets 
and storage space. PS 321 
district. Low maintainance 
($437/mo). 

By owner, $429,000. 
(917)855-7152. 


For Sale / Queens 


Rego Park, Qns 

Co-op for sale. Open Flouse Jan. 12, 
1-3pm. 2 bdrm, 1 bath. Magnificent 
Manhattan view. Mint condition. Must 
see. Call (917) 721-7216. Coldwell 
Bankers Sammis. (516) 921-4882 
x250. R02 



BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL 
FINANCING ARRANGED. 


718-306-9110 

jetween 10am and 4pm. Mon-Thur. 


| management] 

^ Guardian 
Property 


ig, Project 
Jutsourcing for all 
s & Lessors of 
Commercial & Residential Properties 

(718) 832-4913 

“ Property Maintenance & 
Management Solutions ” 


INSURANCE 



Now Online! 
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Coaxing kids' conversation 


me what he did in first grade 
each day. He says, ‘I don’t 
know’ or ‘I don’t remem- 
ber.’ Is he just ignoring 
me?” — a mother 

A: Instead of grilling your 
child when he walks in the 
door, give him a heartfelt wel- 


come home from school who 
will happily tell you about 
their day, but most kids don’t,” 
says Adele Faber, an expert in 
parent-child communication. 
“It makes all the difference if 
your child can tell you what he 
ts to tell you in his own 





To get n 


e than “I don’t 


know” answers, parents need 
to stay tuned into school 
schedules, ask informed ques- 


ready to talk — usually at din- 


“How to Talk So Kids Will 
Listen & Listen So Kids Will 
Talk” (Avon Books, 1999). 

“As soon as they get home 
from school, children haven’t 
really figured out what they 
thought about the million little 
things that go on.” 

When a child feels bom- 
barded by questions after 
school, open-ended inquiries 
provide an easy escape route 
from the ir 


PARENT 


your safety I 
know,”’ Faber says. Instead, 
let him enjoy the comforts of 
home and offer a simple, 
“Welcome home. I’m so glad 

One father says his first- 
grade son is often tired when 
he gets out of school, and 
wants a snack and cartoon 

Later, often over dinner, the 
boy is more willing to talk 
about his day. Kids have a 
routine that doesn’t seem ex- 
traordinary enough to them to 
discuss — until someone's 
pants split or their backpack 
rips open in the middle of the 
hall. “You might hear about 
that every day for the next 
week,” the father of two says. 

At a school open house, one 
mother discovered the source 
of a similar problem: her first- 
grader had such a busy day 
that he couldn’t decide how to 
answer her broad questions. 

“Now I ask direct questions 
concerning his day, keeping in 


Parent-to-Parent 


t 




By Betsy Flagler 

mind his schedule,” she says. 
“What book did you get from 
the library? Did you learn any 
new songs in music?” 

Another father has a similar 
strategy: “I ask specific ques- 
tions to pry my son open — 
‘How did your spelling test go 
today?’ ‘Did your friend get in 
trouble?”’ 

Other tips: 

• Find out from the teacher 
whether a field trip or special 
event is coming up, and talk 
about it beforehand and after- 

•Show interest in home- 
work assignments and projects 
so you can talk with your 


You are cordially Invited to the 
Park Slope Child Care Collective 
Open House to meet with the staff 
and families of PSCCC. 

Saturday, Jan. 11th 2003 
10am to 1pm 
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Do You Work 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Komer 

Jewish Preschool 

For children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 
117 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts) 
Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 




peas 

Open House 

Saturday, January 11, 2003, llam-lpm 
211 8th Street @ 4th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 • (718) 788-6604 

A parent-run cooperative pre-school. Child-directed 
learning through play. Strong emphasis on student 
diversity. 3 teachers to max 19 children. 

Flexible schedule. 2.9 - 5 years. 

Bank Street philosophy. 

NAEYC accredited. 


child about what he’s studying 

•Inviting classmates over 
may help you uncover more 
clues about what’s going on at 
school. 

•Read books together. 
What you read can be a 
springboard for conversation. 
For example, a main character 
is teased, and you ask your 
child, “Does that happen at 
your school?” 

When relaxed topics are 
brought up at the dinner table 
— such as the best part of the 
day — parents can join the 
conversation, says Faber. 

If each family member also 
shares the worst part of the 
day, the child gets to vent his 
frustrations. 

“Sometimes, in a quiet mo- 
ment at the end of the day, 
that’s when they’re suddenly 
ready to talk,” Faber says. 

When your child finally lets 
you in on the ups and downs 
of his day at school, resist the 
urge to move in with criticism 
and advice, she suggests. 

“The most important thing 
is your totally accepting atti- 
tude,” she says. “Acknowl- 
edge the feelings without try- 
ing to fix anything.” 

Also, carve out special time 
alone each day with your 
child, away from distractions. 

“Create the kind of atmos- 
phere in the home where it’s 
safe to bring things up, so 
when he’s ready to talk, he 
knows he will be listened to 
thoughtfully,” Faber says. 

Can you help? 

“My 9-year-old son is fearful 
of flying, particularly since the 
terrorists’ attacks. What can we 
do to help him?” — a mother 

If you have tips or a question, 
please call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 



Brooklyn 
Free Sjiace 

LICENSED COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 2.9 - 5 YEARS 


OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, Jan. 16 , 2003 @ 7:00pm 

For information call (718) 965-3135 
1320 8th Avenue @ 14th Street • Brooklyn 


Watch Our 
Children Learn 

OPEN HOUSE DATES 

Friday, January 10, 9 am 
Friday, January 24, 9 am 
or call to schedule a tour 

- RSVP 858-8663 - 

What makes our progressive Jewish day school so special? Small 
K-8 classes, a child-centered approach, a creative curriculum that 
makes learning fun while encouraging children to do the best 
work they can, and a warm, nurturing faculty. 


215 Pacific Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(718) 858-8663 


Kids 


cook! 


170 Hicks Street, Brooklyn Heights 


Our 8-week course teaches children basic cooking skills while 
introducing them to kid-pleasing foods from around the world. 

In our hands-on classes kids learn how to measure, mash, sift, mix, 

cut, chop, grate and knead. Classes also stress 
the importance of kitchen safety, clean-up 
and food customs from other lands. 



Session I - Ages 6-9 

Meets Tuesdays, Jan.14 - March 11 

Session II - Ages 9-13 

Meets Thursdays, Jan. 16 - March 13 


All classes meet 3:45-5:1 5pm 
at the 1 70 Hicks Street Kitchen. 


To register, or for more info, call (718) 797-0029. 



Jtll0gs School, 

A fully licensed and certified p reschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 
B Licensed teachers 

n Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
^□Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


J Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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NO DEAL ... 


HYNES... 


Continued from page 1 
a Dec. 18 meeting with Bear 
Steams executives, refused to 
extend the city’s support beyond 
a $75 million deal struck in 
1997 between the company and 
then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 

While Bloomberg has ex- 
pressed his doubts about the 
value to the city of keeping 
businesses through retention 
deals, Janel Patterson, a 
spokeswoman for the city Eco- 
nomic Development Corpora- 
tion, told The Papers, “We’re 
working with [Bear Steams] to 
try to keep them in the city.” 
She declined to discuss the 
matter further. 

And while the Times report- 
ed that Bear Steams is consid- 
ering an offer from its landlord, 
Metrotech developer Brace 
Ratner, Joyce Baumgarten, a 
Ratner spokeswoman, refused 
to discuss the negotiations. 

“Things are coming along the 
way they usually do,” she said. 

The 1997 deal included $45 
million in tax abatements to 
keep at least 5,700 jobs in New 
York City and another $30 mil- 
lion in tax breaks if the compa- 
ny could create 13,300 jobs in 
New York City within 50 years. 

In 1991, Bear Steams 
agreed to take a 12-year-lease 
on 250,000-square-feet of 
space at the fledgling 1 
Metrotech Center North, after 
the company threatened to 
leave for New Jersey. Dinkins 


coughed up more than $37 
million in sales tax exemp- 
tions, property tax abatements, 
low cost electricity and other 
subsidies to keep them here. 

“Our 12-year lease is up and 
we’re exploring our options,” 
Russell Sherman, a Bear Stems 
spokesman told The Brooklyn 
Papers. “Bear Steams has served 
as a pioneer at Metrotech and 
has been key to its overall suc- 
cess. We hope that it will be fi- 
nanciauy vianle and competitive 

Just what effect their leav- 
ing Brooklyn would have on 
the local economy is unclear. 

Many of the businesses that 
have entered Metrotech have 
done so with massive public 
subsidies in order to keep 
companies in New York and 
create a third major business 
district, adding Downtown 
Brooklyn to Lower and Mid- 
town Manhattan. 

The businesses came with 
the promise that Downtown 
Brooklyn would evolve into a 
more community-oriented ver- 
sion of the Manhattan business 
districts where Brooklynites 
could work and where shop- 
ping strips such as Fulton and 
Willoughby streets would 
thrive on the foot traffic from 
the office workers. 

While some of those prom- 
ises materialized, the inward- 
facing campus, with ground- 
floor restaurants, has also 


insulated the workers from the 
surrounding retail strips. 

Michael Weiss, executive di- 
rector of the Metrotech Busi- 
ness Improvement District — 
which provides ancillary servic- 
es to a 25-block area in and 
around the campus — said the 
nearby clothing establishments 
have drawn litde revenue from 
Metrotech office workers while 
the eateries have done well. 

“There’s not a big sense 
that the Metrotech workers are 
shopping there,” he said of 
clothing and shoe stores on 
Fulton and Willoughby. “But 
the local stores, the food stores 
... do see quite number of 
Metrotech workers.” 

He added that about 50 per- 
cent of the office workers are 
Brooklyn residents, up from 
around 40 percent in the cam- 
pus’ early years. 

Critics of government sub- 
sidies, such as Bettina Dami- 
ani, director of Good Jobs 
New York, a corporate welfare 
watchdog group, said there 
has never been a detailed 
analysis to ascertain whether 
threats to move to New Jersey 

Meanwhile, others say re- 
tention subsidies are old hat to 
keep companies like Bear 
Steams in the city. 

“One's got to deal with re- 
ality, which is marked by the 
fact that in the ‘90s, 26,000 
jobs relocated from New York 
City to the Jersey waterfront,” 
said Jim Whelan, director of 
the Downtown Brooklyn 
Council, an economic devel- 
opment advocacy group. 


“If such tenants don’t locate 
in markets like Downtown 
Brooklyn and Long Island 
City they’re going to end up 
going to New Jersey, which, in 
the long term, is not healthy in 
keeping New York City’s em- 
ployment and economic base,” 
he added. 

Jon Shure, president of 
New Jersey Policy Perspec- 
tives, a Trenton-based public 
policy group, countered, “A 
lot of the national research 
seems to suggest that these 
[subsidies] are not that impor- 
tant to businesses but are 
levers to pit one jurisdiction 
against another. You get kind 
of an arms race mentality 
where cities are competing 
with one another to see who 
can offer the most.” 

Politicians, he added, tend 
to be “afraid of getting criti- 
cized for not doing enough to 
create jobs. But we need some 
balance, they also need to be 
afraid of being criticized for 
doing too much.” 

In the end, Bear Stearns 
stands to lose a fair share 
should the company choose to 
relocate. 

In the 1997 deal, the city in- 
cluded a clause that said if the 
company’s payroll citywide 
fell below 5,187 employees it 
would be required to pay back 
what it had received to date, 
by a margin of two to one, 
meaning the company would 
owe about $50 million. 

The company currently em- 
ploys about 6,000 workers city- 
wide, including the 1,500 back- 
office Metrotech employees. 


Continued from page 1 
shielded from such suits as a 
public official and that Reu- 
land’s comments were not 
protected by the First Amend- 
ment because they did not re- 
late to a matter of public con- 

Gleeson denied Hynes' 
motion to throw out the suit 
and Hynes appealed. The ap- 


Continued from page 1 
In October 2000, another 
billboard arose, this time visi- 
ble from the Brooklyn 
Heights promenade and the 
stretch of Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway below it heading 
toward the Brooklyn Bridge, 
which read: “Immigration is 
doubling the U.S. population 
in our lifetimes.” 

Elected officials including 
then-Borough President How- 
ard Golden and then-Council- 
man Ken Fisher, of Brooklyn 
Heights, condemned the bill- 
boards as bigoted. 

Nelson counters that the 
point of the billboards is “to 
say that it’s OK to talk about 
immigration without being 
called a Nazi” and “to ques- 
tion the long-term conse- 


peals court ruled against 
Hynes and sent the case back 
to Gleeson. 

Second Circuit U.S. Court 
of Appeals Judges Jose 
Cabranes, Rosemary Pooler 
and Robert Katzmann noted 
in their summary order, how- 
ever, that Reuland must still 
prove his comments were of 
public concern and that “it is 


quences of mass immigration 
to Americans.” 

The Port Authority, which 
owns the property that hosted 
the second billboard, ordered 
the sign removed after just 13 
days. Project USA countered 
with another lawsuit. 

In December, according to 
Nelson, the agency setded out 
of court. 

Though Nelson — whose 
group has erected more than 
100 billboards in Florida, Ne- 
braska, Michigan, Arizona, 
Colorado, New York, North 
Carolina, Minnesota, Califor- 
nia, New Hampshire and 
South Carolina since 1999 — 
would not discuss specific 
figures of the settlement, he 
said it included the billboard 
costs ($10,000 for one month) 


perhaps arguable that the nov- 
el itself pertains to a matter of 
‘public concern’ and that it 
would have been objectively 
unreasonable for the defen- 
dants to believe otherwise.” 

“I want him to explain 
publicly why he fired me,” 
Reuland told The Papers. 
“The fact of the matter is 
there’s no possible explana- 
tion he can give that would 
put him on the right side of 
the Constitution. What he did 
was constitutionally wrong 
and it’s doubly wrong be- 


and legal fees. 

“We see it as a vindica- 
tion,” Nelson said. 

“It is the Port Authority’s 
longstanding policy not to 
discuss the details of litiga- 
tion,” Port Authority 
spokesman Alan Hicks said 
when asked about the settle- 
ment. “However, I can tell 
you, though, that the agency 
was able to resolve the situa- 
tion and avoid expensive liti- 
gation.” 

Nelson is in the process of 
moving to Washington, D.C., 
to step up his lobbying ef- 
forts. He has founded another 
group, Friends of Immigra- 
tion Law Enforcement, to 
push for stricter enforcement. 

In the meantime, Borough 
President Marty Markowitz, 
said, “I hope this group 
chooses to spread its misguid- 
ed and un-American message 
somewhere else.” 


cause his job description is to 
uphold the Constitution.” 

The Reuland case is not the 
first time Hynes has tried to 
cut an antagonist off at the 
knees. In September 2001, 
Hynes tried but failed to get 
Roper thrown off the Democ- 
ratic Primary ballot. 

After he and the Kings 
County Democratic Commit- 
tee failed to invalidate enough 
of Roper’s signatures to have 
her removed from the ballot, 
Hynes alleged that Roper’s 
petitions were rife with elec- 

Roper countered by chal- 
lenging Hynes’ residency sta- 
tus, saying that the Brooklyn 
DA actually lives in Queens. 
The court later ruled that 
Hynes lives primarily in Bay 
Ridge, although he maintains 
a second home in Breezy 
Point, Queens. 

In the election fraud case, a 
state Supreme Court judge 
ruled in Hynes’ favor and 
tossed Roper’s name off the 
ballot. But the appellate divi- 
sion overturned the lower 
court ruling and put her back 
on the ballot. The Court of 
Appeals denied Hynes’ appli- 
cation for an appeal. 

Despite the court victory 
over Hynes, the time spent in 
court kept Roper — already 
an incredible long-shot to 
oust the veteran, party-backed 
DA — from campaigning for 
more than a month. Hynes 
went on to beat her handily. 

Reuland’s lawsuit against 
Hynes resumes in Brooklyn 
federal court next month. 
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MASSAGE THERAPY 

• Shiatsu • Reflexology 

• Amma • Aromatherapy 

• Swedish • Hot Stone 

• Sports Medical 

Most Insurances Accepted 

ALSO: Workman's Comp 

Acupuncture & 
Herbal Consulting 

144 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 

260-9379 

260-9370 


AUDIOLOGY 



MIDLIFE CAREER 
QUESTIONS? 


Professional Coaching 
for Successful 
Career Transitions 

• Job Search Strategies 

• Career Planning 

• Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 



Career Transition Resources (CTR) 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 


Are you sick and tired 
of being sick and tired? 


WE CAN HELP 

with Network Chiropractic! 

► A gentle, painless technique 

* Frees your body to work with you 
not against you. 

* Friendly warm office 

* Most insurance accepted 


Touch of Light Chiropractic • (718) 643-9980 
44 Court St. — Suite 907 (comer of Joralemon) 



DENTISTS 


¥ Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 



General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 


Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718 / 768-8372 

917 / 893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted 

Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex! 


(MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance | 
Plans and Medicaid 1 
Welcome. Discounts for 1 
Senior Citizens P 

| SPECIAL ATTENTION 
1 to apprehensive 
| Patients & Children 

wStSWwimSjTTmrt 
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Lutheran Medical Center dental award 


Lutheran Mediceal Center 

Anthony L. DiMango, DDS, 
chief of dentistry at Lutheran 
Medical Center, is the recipient of 
the New York State Dental Ass- 
ociation Distinguished Service A- 
waid, given in recognition of out- 
standing service of the New York 
State Dental Association (NYS- 
DA). 

Dr. DiMango is a past presi- 
dent of the Second District 
Dental Society, a component 
of NYSDA serving Kings and 
Richmond counties. He has 


served as general chair of the 
Greater New York Dental 
Meeting and is a member of its 
advisory committee. 

Dr. DiMango, a graduate of 
Georgetown University Dental 
School, is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery. He is 
chief of dentistry at Lutheran 
Medical Center, where he 
teaches oral surgery to general 
practice residents, and is an as- 
sociate professor of oral sur- 
gery at Columbia University. 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 


Emergency 

Service 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings 'Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 



789-5700 


Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


ELECTROLYSIS 


Permanent Hair Removal Specialist 

Heights 

Electrolysis 

Theresa Parolisi, C.RE. Board Certified 


Computerized 

Equipment 

Disposable 
Sterile Probes 


ONLY 

PERMANENT 

METHOD 

For Women, Men & Teens 


The New York State Dental tion and represents more than 
Association is a constituent of 13,000 dentists practicing in 
the American Dental Associa- New York State. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Claire Warga, Ph.D. 

Health Psychologist - 


NOW FORMING 
WOMEN'S 
SUPPORT GROUP 

relationship issues 
anxiety • job stress 

Licensed therapist. $30 per session 

(718) 243-1432 

Also providing therapy for: 
individuals, families and children. 


BSEI553 


Mind-Body Health Issues 
JOANNE HEITH 

MA fitness CSW Psychotherapist 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


718-8822281 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


Why Weight? 


Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Psychotherapist 

Specializing in eating disorders 

(718) 636-3099 


THERAPY 
FOR WOMEN 

. . . Suffering from anxiety, grief, 
depression, relationship issues. 
Work with a skilled, spiritually ori- 
ented Jungian therapist to help 
create a new life. 

Reasonable Fees 

(718) 638-0718 


Accepting, Positive, Intelligent, Insightful 

Depth Psychotherapy 
and Career Counseling 


Neal M. Goldsmith, Ph.D. 

718-369-9100 


WOMEN'S HEALTH 


Personalized Midwifery 
care for your pregnancy 

Labor & delivery in 
a safe hospital setting 

Routine Gynecology 
including yearly pap 
& breast exam 

Childbirth 
education classes 

Walk-in pregnancy tests 
Women caring for Women 

Loft office in 
the center of Soho 


Soho Midwives of St. Vincents 


135 Spring St. NYC, NY 10012 

( 212 ) 274-0900 



Medical Arts Bldg. 1 42 Joralemon St., 9E 
596-0541 - FREE CONSULTATION - 
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LITTLE ERIC’S SHOES 

New York’s Upper Eastside 
* Most Prestigious 
Children’s Shoe Store 


A NOW IN BROOKLYN! 




SmallTownBrooklyn.com 


Kids have 
cabin fever? 


i 


There's always something going 
on in SmallTown Brooklyn 

Lisa& Boh@SmallTownBrooklyn.com 
(718) 222-8209 


4 tiny contenders vie for 1st baby 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A quartet of New York 
City babies entered the 
world within seconds of 
each other to ring in the 
New Year and each of the 
hospitals at which they 
were delivered claims they 
delivered the city’s first 
baby of 2003 — including 
Park Slope’s New York 
Methodist Hospital. 

“We think ours is the first,” 
said Lyn Hill, a spokeswoman 
for New York Methodist. 
“And ours is always the cutest, 
no matter who’s first.” 

The obstetric showdown in- 
cludes Our Lady of Mercy 
Medical Center, in the Bronx; 
New York University Medical 
Center and the New York 
Weill Cornell Medical Center 
of New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital, both in Manhattan; 
as well as New York 
Methodist. 

Lisberthe Elias, 21, of Flat- 
bush, gave birth at New York 
Methodist to 4-pound, 10- 
ounce Nicholas Isaacs Chery, 
at 15 seconds after midnight. 
He was eight weeks prema- 

“There was a countdown at 
that time and we were all very 
excited,” said Diango Chery, 
Elias’ husband and Nicholas’ 
father. “We were shocked. I’ve 
never heard there be a count- 
down while you’re having a 

Chery was indifferent to the 
contested results, happily not- 
ing the child’s good health and 
adding, “[The hospitals] were 
debating about it, but the 
mother was saying it doesn’t 

“There’s no question,” said 
Dr. Robert Berg, of NYU Med- 
ical Center, of his hospital’s 
claim that the baby he deliv- 
ered, 8-pound, 3-ounce Devon 
Billingsley, of Manhattan, was 
first. “Those feet were out just 
that instant. It couldn’t have 
been more at the stroke of mid- 
night than this one was.” 

All the hospitals used the 
same definition for “bom,” that 
the child be completely outside 
the mother, though some used 
differing timekeeping devices. 

“Normally we use the hos- 
pital’s computer,” Berg said. 
“In this case we went by the 
television and Dick Clark.” 

Nurses counted down with 
a nearby television set as De- 
von was bom, he said. 




Baby boom 

Brooklyn's other New Year's babies were (clockwise from top, left) Gabriella 
Noella Rivas, born at 1 :27 am to Denys Rivas at Lutheran Medical Center in 
Sunset Park; Hindi Savitsky's baby boy, born at 1 2:04 am at Maimonides 
Medical Center in Borough Park; and Lily Liu, with mom Cynthia, who was 
born at Long Island College Hospital in Cobble Hill at 1:25 am. 


If the ceremonial visit from 
the mayor acts as tiebreaker for 
first tot then the victory goes to 
Our Lady of Mercy, in the 
Bronx, which delivered 6- 
pound, 14-ounce Rochea, to 
19-year-old Cassandra Moore. 
Rochea, the hospital claimed, 
was also bom at the stroke of 
midnight. 

“I feel great,” Moore told 
The Brooklyn Papers. “It’s 


wonderful.” 

Moore added that the televi- 
sion was in the birthing suite 
during the delivery and that 
nurses had stopwatches, al- 
though it was of little concern 
to her. “I wasn’t really thinking 
about what was going on, I 
was so tired,” she said. “I just 
wanted her out.” 

There was rampant specula- 
tion among the hospitals that 


Bloomberg made his choice 
because he was coming from 
Albany and the Bronx hospital 
was the closest but the mayor’s 
office said the mayor was not 
taking sides — Our Lady of 
Mercy was simply the first to 
call. 

Meanwhile, Jan Sileo, a 
spokeswoman for the New 
York Weill Cornell Medical 
Center, said the official time of 


8-pound Alex Macareno’s birth 
was measured according to 
standard operating procedure 
— using the clock on the OB 
Trace Vue, an electronic fetal 
and maternal monitoring and 
documentation system. 

Macareno was bom two sec- 
onds after midnight to 23-year- 
old Christina Valerio, of Queens. 

New York Methodist — 
which claimed first-baby victo- 


ries in 1996 and 1997 — also 
had a television in the birthing 
suite and used the countdown 
broadcast from Times Square 
as its timekeeper. 

Regardless of his reasons, 
there was no protest from 
Chery and Elias about being 
snubbed by the mayor in favor 
of Moore. 

“We’re OK with that,” Chery 
said. “We’ll let her have it.” 


Open Minds 

Open Doors 


Hurry, there is still time to 
register at Kingsborough 
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See Emily play 



THEATER 


Donmar Warehouse at the Brooklyn Acadc 
my of Music's Harvey Theater, 651 Fulton Si. 
from Jan. 10 - March 9. Tickets are $30, $55 


Leading lady: Actress Emily Watson [in a scene from "The 
Luzhin Defense" (above)] will make her U.S. stage debut at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music this week. (At left) Mark 
Strong as Orsino and Watson as Viola in the Donmar Ware- 
house production of "Twelfth Night," directed by Sam 
Mendes, which opens Jan. 10 at the BAM Harvey Theater. 


Chekhov and dys- 
s functional families 
— is quite draining 
| and painful stuff. 
I But Twelfth Night’ 
is a good antidote 
to that It’s very uplifting and fun to do.” 
Some British critics wrote that they found 
the Donmar production of ‘Twelfth Night” 
toned down compared to other, riotously fun- 
ny productions. 

“It’s more like a chamber piece, not a big 
pantomime version,” said Watson. “I find the 
other guys [in the cast] funny. We’ll see.” 

The Donmar production of Chekhov’s 
“Uncle Vanya” also offers audiences the op- 
portunity to rediscover an old classic. 

“I love it,” said Watson. “I think it’s very 
freeing — you probably don’t have the same 
problem in America — because most English 
translations of Chekhov feel very English- 


English. They feel like slightly stiff, upper 
middle class English people talking and 
drinking tea when in fact they are quite pas- 
sionate Russian people drinking tea. [By 
Friel] putting it in an Irish idiom — although 
not an Irish accent — the language is freer 
and more emotional somehow. It’s not hide- 
bound by the same class thing you get in an 
English production.” 

On eight Saturdays it will be possible to 
see both “Twelfth Night” and “Uncle 
Vanya,” with a matinee and evening per- 
formance, a real juggling act for even the 
most seasoned actors. 

“I just have to be in the moment, particu- 
larly in Twelfth Night.’ You just have to step 
on stage, and jump and go for it,” said Wat- 
son. “As soon as I start thinking about it too 
much, I get my knickers in a twist.” 

Sam Mendes, director of the Oscar-win- 
ning film “American Beauty” and the Tony 


“[Mendes] is very emotionally intelligent 
working on these plays,” said Watson. “He 
didn’t come in with a big concept or big idea 
He really let the actors respond to the materi- 
al and he sort of guided us through it. But it 
was very much using people’s own initiative. 
We all felt very much like equal partners. In 
that sense he’s got 
very good taste.” 

This double bill, 
which Mendes had 
the cast rehearse for 
12 weeks, is the di- 
rector’s grand finale 
after a 10-year run as 
artistic director of the 
Donmar Warehouse. 

“There was a real 
sense to this that [this 
project] is very precious to him,” observed 
Watson, ‘but in a way of not having anything 
„ to prove, that sense of being relaxed and let- 
! ting the actors discover things rather than 
■ | pushing things.” Mendes will direct the 
Broadway revival of “Gypsy,” starring 
? Bernadette Peters, this spring. 

£ Watson, 35, has flabbergasted audiences 
1 | with her riveting, heartbreaking portrayals of 
| women, especially in her first film role — for 
— 1 which she was Oscar nominated — as Bess 

McNeill in Lars Von Trier’s “Breaking the 
Waves” in 1996. 

“[‘Breaking the Waves’] changed my life 

- in two ways,” said Watson. “One was that I 
got work from it, but it really pushed me as 
an actor in a way I didn’t know was possible. 
It changed the way I act, the way I worked. I 
realized there was a lot further to go, com- 
mitting to something emotionally.” 

Watson received another Oscar nomina- 
tion for “Hilary and Jackie,” and kudos for 
her roles in “The Cradle Will Rock,” “An- 
gela’s Ashes,” “The Luzhin Defense,” 
“Gosford Park” and “Punch-Drunk Love.” 

The British actress’ other recent films — 
opposite Ralph Fiennes in “Red Dragon,” 
the “Silence of the Lambs” prequel, and 
“Equilibrium,” a sci-fi thriller from Dimen- 
sion Films — are surprising departures 
from her high-art forays thus far in cinema 

— another sign that this actress is still look- 
ing for new challenges. 

For the next two months, those challenges 
will be bringing Shakespeare and Chekhov 
to fife — sometimes twice a day. Watson 
couldn’t be happier with the location. 

“BAM is a most amazing institution,” 
said Watson. “There’s nothing like it in Lon- 
don. It’s a really alive place.” 


British star Watson 


takes on Shakespeare 


& Chekhov at BAM 

By Lisa J. Curtis 

The Brooklyn Papers 


B atten down the hatches! The Brits 
have invaded the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music and everyone’s going to 
want a ticket to the first two productions 
of BAM’s spring season. 

British actress Emily Watson will make 
her American stage debut at BAM on Jan. 10 
with the opening of Donmar Warehouse’s 
production of “Twelfth Night.” BAM is pre- 
senting both the Shakespeare comedy and 
Chekhov’s “Uncle Vanya” in repertory. 

While Watson is confident in the material 
— she starred in both plays in London this 
fall — she is taken aback by the 874-seat 
Harvey Theater, which is triple the size of 
the Donmar theater. 

“What makes me nervous is the auditori- 
um is a lot bigger,” Watson, on a brief break 
from rehearsal this week, told GO Brooklyn 
in an exclusive interview. “It was not at all 
what I was led to believe. And that changes 
the nature of the production. I thought it was 
just a bit bigger, so we were shell-shocked 
when we walked in yesterday. But it’s beau- 
tiful. The needs of the space are different, 
but I’m sure we’ll work that out in the next 
few days.” 

Although the commitment to these two 
plays is much more time consuming than an 
actor’s commitment to a film, the actress said 
she was happy to return to these two roles af- 
ter the company’s December break. 

“It’s really nice, actually, to be back in 
the rehearsal room,” said Watson. “[Direc- 
tor Sam Mendes] is really doing some very 
nice touches and tweaking here and there. 
It’s good fun.” 

Because advance ticket sales have been 
so strong (these two Donmar Warehouse 
productions played to critical and popular 
acclaim in London in the fall), BAM has 
extended the run of 
“Twelfth Night” 
and Brian Friel’s 
new version of 
“Uncle Vanya.” 

Both shows are 
now slated to be 
performed in 
repertory at BAM 
for eight weeks 
through March 9. 

In addition to 
performing the 

dressing Viola in 
“Twelfth Night” 
opposite Mark 
Strong’s Count Or- 
sino, Watson will 
perform the role of 
Sonya in “Uncle 
Vanya” opposite 
Strong’s Dr. Astrov. 

“Come and see 
both plays,” said 
Watson, “because they are very specifically 
chosen to reflect each other. Both plays are 
about love triangles and obsession of love, 
and unrequited love, and one is funny and 
happy and the other is pretty sad — right into 
the cracks of human misery. And the cross 
casting reflects that as well ... They’re good 

Watson said she was attracted to this 
repertory ran because she likes a challenge 
— although this one was more than she bar- 
gained for. 

“I don’t think I really realized what I was 
taking on,” she said. “Actually living with it 
for so long, it is quite — particularly the 


Star search 

Brooklyn Family Theatre 
is looking for a little orphan 



L ittle Orphan Annie is ar- 
guably the most famous 
motherless child in Ameri- 
ca. Bom in 1924, the brain- 
child of Chicago Tribune car- 
toonist Harold Gray was a 
feisty little girl who fought the 
Nazis, outwitted gangsters 
and finagled crooked gang- 
sters. Then in 1977, she got her own Broadway show, which 
ran for 2,377 performances at the Alvin Theatre. 

This year, Brooklyn Family Theatre is mounting its own 
production of “Annie,” and some lucky and talented young 
lady will have a chance to play the septuagenarian but forev- 
er-young little girl. 

Auditions are scheduled for Jan. 21 and Jan. 22, and direc- 
tor Phill Greenland says he’s specifically looking for Annie, 
the orphans and Annie’s dog Sandy — all hard roles to cast. 

“The orphans and Annie are difficult because they sing up 
to F, which means their range is an octave and a half,” he told 
GO Brooklyn. 

Greenland is also looking for a multiethnic cast. 

“I’d love to have an African-American or Hispanic Annie,” 
he said. 

As for Sandy, Greenland said, “It’s easy for the dog. He 
doesn't have to do a lot. But we need the dog to be tan and 
medium-sized.” 

Greenland said he chose the musical because it is both 
timely and appropriate for his theater company’s audience. 

“My preference is the old-fashioned, big song-and-dance 
musicals. There’s nothing better than ‘Annie’ for a musical 
that’s appropriate for family theater,” he said. 

After the pure entertainment of “The Pirates of Penzance,” 
Greenland believes Brooklyn Family Theatre is ready for the 
“serious edge” of “Annie.” 

“One scene shows Hooverville with homeless people. In 
another, Annie goes to the White House to help out,” he ex- 
plained. “We [Greenland and co-director Jonathan Valuckas] 
didn’t realize until we started watching a PBS series about 
New York history and looked at the 1930s and 1940s, how 
much those times remind us of the present. Everyone really 
pulls together after Annie meets the president, which remind- 
ed us of Sept. 11, as well.” 

“Annie” will be staged by Brooklyn Family Theatre at The 
Church of Gethsemane, 1012 Eighth Ave. at 10th Street in 
Park Slope, from March 7 through March 30. 

So if your child has curly hair and a wide-eyed look, can 
sing and dance, and has lots of sparkle and energy, call BFT 
at (718) 670-7205. 


MUSIC 


Taking risks 

Pianist charts course for 
voyage into the unknown 

By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


F or pianist Jonathan Biss, performing for an audience car- 
ries with it heavy responsibilities. 

“I believe very strongly that if you play the music that 
you love, with commitment, then you can stretch the bound- 
aries of what’s ‘acceptable’ to an amazing degree,” the pi- 
anist, who performs at Bargemusic Jan. 16-19, told GO 
Brooklyn. 

Referring to the fact that he enjoys playing 20th-century 
music that is not often heard in recitals, Biss said, “We, as 
performers, need to be much more open to audiences in order 
to allow them to open up to the music, whatever it is. If you 
can get an audience to listen, then you’ve done enough. If not, 
you’re not doing your job.” 

Biss, who at the tender age of 22 has been playing piano 
for 16 years, has certainly been doing his job, and his Barge- 
music programs, mixing the familiar with the obscure, have 
become his hallmark. 

Back in November, Biss made his local recital debut at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, performing three 
Beethoven sonatas alongside lesser-known works by two 
iconoclastic contemporary composers — Leon Kirchner and 
Torn Takemitsu — that won raves from critics and audi- 

While his performances at Bargemusic aren’t as daring, 
both programs enticingly offset “known” and “unknown” 
works. For Biss, the venue itself became part of his process 
for selecting what to play. 

“[The barge] is intimate and a little off the beaten path, so 
it was a golden opportunity to play things you feel passion- 
ately about,” he explained. “I was told that I could program 
whatever I wanted, so I did.” 

The program for Thursday and Friday dives headlong into 
the unjustly neglected by opening with Czech composer Leos 
Janacek’s Sonata for Violin and Piano. Two more celebrated 
works follow, namely, Johannes Brahms' first Violin Sonata 
and Robert Schumann’s B-minor Violin Sonata. Playing the 
violin is Miriam Fried, Biss’ mother. 

“We’ve played quite a few programs together, actually,” 
he explains, “and the Brahms sonata was one we definitely 
wanted to do. Janacek is a pet composer of mine, and I think 
his sonata is a fantastic piece that deserves to be played 
more. The Schumann sonata, I thought, would be a good 
complement to the Brahms sonata. I love Schumann, and I 
think his work is less heard than it should be, especially his 
See BISS on page GO 2 
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Thinking big 

Sculptor Deborah Masters 
talks about her ‘Angel’ in 
the Brooklyn Public Library 


T o call Deborah Masters’ artwork 
heavy would be a gross under- 
statement. 

The daughter of a bridge engineer, 
Masters likes to work on a large scale, 
with cranes and concrete. 

The Brooklyn Public Library will 
host a talk on Jan. 1 1 by the accom- 
plished Brooklyn sculptor in conjunc- 
tion with the installation of her latest 
work, “Angel in Crown Heights,” at 
the Central Library. 

Her installa- 

tion in the li- 111 if ■ 
brary’s Lobby 
Gallery is a larg- 
er-than-life-sized 
representation of 
her assistant An- 
gel Mohammed, 
surrounded by 
pencil drawings 
of the street where 
he grew up. 

“He’s a kid I 
worked with for 
six years because 
he had an interest 
in art, but there 

was no art taught in the high school 
that he went to,” Masters told GO 
Brooklyn. “I was asked if I would do 
drawing with him. 

“He learns very quickly, and it was 
no trouble and now he just got into 
Pratt [Institute], which is exciting. He’s 
a terrific artist and he’s the most talent- 
ed I’ve every taught.” 

Masters said the installation, which 
she created with Mohammed in her 
Brooklyn Navy Yard studio, is about 
the subject and the house he grew up 
in. The figure of the young black man 
is seated on a box, and his pencil is 


poised over a tablet resting on his knee. 
The sculpture is cast in Ultracal, which 
Masters describes as akin to concrete. 

“This was the first time I worked 
with Ultracal and it was very hard to 
work with,” said Masters, 51. The 
piece’s surface, given an earthy, terra- 
cotta-colored wash, has a rough-hewn 
quality, yet the sculpture’s lines are flu- 
id and round. In fact, the massive head 
is reminiscent of serene representations 
of Buddha. 

The three large pencil drawings that 
x each of the three walls surround- 


ing the figure v 


Angei in s_rown neignts win De 
on display through Feb. 27 at the 
Brooklyn Public Library's Central Li- 
brary Lobby Gallery in Grand Army 

are Monday through Thursday, 9 am 
to 8 pm; Friday and Saturday, 9 am to 
6 pm; and Sunday, 1 pm to 5 pm. For 
more information, call (718) 230-2100 
or visit the library's Web site at 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

The "Crossing Brooklyn" series 
will continue with works by Tom Kotik 
(March 6-April 25) and John Beech 
(May 2-June 27). 


done by Mo- 
hammed with 
Masters’ assis- 

“He had keys 
to my studio, and 
he totally did 
them on his 
own,” said Mas- 
ters. “I anticipat- 
ed working on 
them much more, 
but he did such a 
great job.” The 
drawings are of 
the street on 
which Moham- 
med grew up, 
populated with classic Brooklyn 
brownstones and trees. 

“The main panel, which sits directly 
behind the figure, is a drawing of his 
house and the stairs,” said Masters. 

The drawings surrounding the 
sketching figure give the viewer the 
feeling that they are seeing inside the 
figure’s mind — that this Crown 
Heights street is a state of mind as 
much as being the environment that 
surrounds him. Viewers can enter the 
installation and walk around the sculp- 
ture taking in its Herculean proportions 
and its sense of quiet power. 



Earth 'Angel': Sculptor Deborah Masters at work in her Kent Avenue stu- 
dio. At left, the completed "Angel in Crown Heights" installation at the 
Brooklyn Public Library in Grand Army Plaza. Hie Brooklyn Papers/Greg Mango 



“Angel in Crown Heights” is part of 
a series of three installations called 
“Crossing Brooklyn,” curated by Mar- 
ian Griffiths of Smack Mellon gallery, 
that will be displayed at the Central Li- 

“It’s a strange sculpture,” said Mas- 
ters. “[Angel’s] gigantic . . . he’s 6-foot, 
3-inches. He’s big and strong, and he 
has a gentle, introspective aspect to 
him. The huge and strong compared to 


the quite gentlemanly characteristic of 
him — going from large to small — I 
think I was successful in getting that.” 

On the second-floor balcony, six of 
Masters’ colored pencil drawings are 
on display. These six sketches were 
part of her plans for her 28-panel mu- 
ral, “Walking New York,” which Mas- 
ters was commissioned to install at 
JFK International Airport in 2001 . 

The sketches on display are Brook- 
lyn scenes — “Wedding under the 
Brooklyn Bridge,” “Dinner in the 
Artist’s Studio” (in Masters’ studio), 
“Botanica” from Flatbush, “York 
Street subway station,” “Garment 
Workers” from DUMBO, and “Man- 
hattan Bridge” — but the “Walking 
New York” murals contain scenes 
from all over the five boroughs. 

The installation of Masters’ “Walk- 
ing New York” was part of the opening 
of JFK’s Terminal 4. For the project, 
Masters created 28 narrative reliefs out 
of fiberglass, each 8-and-a-half feet 
high by 10 feet wide, covering a 350- 
foot-wide span above the immigration 
booths of die terminal. Her sculpted 
murals, with reliefs up to 6-inches deep 
and 800-pounds each, now greet pas- 
sengers with vibrant scenes of New 


York life. The JFK wall relief was cit- 
ed as the best public art project of 2001 
by the Municipal Art Society. 

On Jan. 11 at 2 pm, Masters will 
show a short film and give a talk about 
the “complicated” process of making 
the “Walking New York” murals. 

“We had to take a window out of 
my studio,” said Masters. “A crane 
came and we took all 28 pieces out of 
the seventh-floor window. I love doing 
things with cranes. My dad built 
bridges, so I love the construction 
thing, but I usually don’t have that kind 
of budget. But in this case that was the 
cheapest way to get them out. We got 
them all out in four hours.” 

Masters’ huge, pink relief of Coney 
Island in front of Long Island Univer- 
sity’s Brooklyn campus is 16 feet tall. 
She has created not one but dozens of 
concrete reliefs for a piece commis- 
sioned by the Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority to one day adorn 
the Ocean Parkway Viaduct, the last 
stop on the D-line. 

“I tike knowing how to use hoists 
and cranes,” she said. “It gets beyond 
physical ability and into the clever- 
ness of using lilting tools. 

“Big pieces are my natural scale.” 
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at Jay Street. 6-1 1 pm. 43?d District 7 pm St Patrick's 

(71 8*833571' 9 2 Free^ rth ^ 
BRIC STUDIO: presents "Sink or 
Swim," a monthly variety show. 
$10, $8 students. 7:30 pm. 57 
Rockwell Place. (718) 855-7882. 
BARNES AND NOBLE: Author 
Stephan Talty re; 


Street. (718) 630-4166. 

WTC MEETING: 6-1 1 pm. See Mon. 
HEALTH TALK: Health F 


book "Mul 
pm. 267 Seventh . 
832-9066. Free. 
MOTHERS OF MULTIPLES: 


':30 


(718) 


hosts a birthday party and s 
"The School Years: Educatic 


>0 49th St. Registration 
quired. (212) 363-8940. Fi 


Sarah Tilevitz explores the his- 
tory and customs of this holi- 
day. 6 pm. Grand Army Plaza. 
(718) 230-2100. Free. 

WINE TASTING: A Perfect Setting 

wines. $40. 7 pm. 152 Atlantic 
Ave. (718) 222-1868. 

LOW BAR: playwright Jorqe 
Cortinas. 7 pm. 81 Washington 
St. (718) 222-1 low. Free. 


Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn. 
Stops include a demonstration 
of pita bread making and a visit 
to Sahadis. $15, $10 members, 
$5 children. 6:30 pm. Meet at 

Ave^718) 222*411 1 95 Atlant ' C 
MEETING: of Community Board 
7. 6:30 pm. Board Office, 4201 
Fourth Ave. (718) 854-0003. 
MEDITATION: Experience sahaja 
yoga meditation. Workshop 
from 7 to 8 pm. 522A Court St. 
(718)833-5751. Free. 


HEALTH TALK: Health Plus a talk 
on taking care of a new baby. 

1 1 am. Health Plus, 195 Monta- 
gue St. (718) 491-7584. Free. 


ks by Janacek, 

7:30 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing. 
(718) 624-2083. 

BRIDGE PARK: CB2 hosts public 
information meeting on Empire 

and park's second phase. 6:15 
pm. ART/New York, 138 S. 
Oxford St. at Hanson Place. 
GALLERY PLAYERS: "Don't Call 
Us...," a musical revue. 8 pm. 
See Sat. 

BROOKLYN LYCEUM: "31 Bond." 
7 pm. See Sat. 

i Vanya." 7:30 pm. 



(718) 624-2083. 

BOXING: Gleason's Gym wl 

ryre^e O m W be $ rs 5 7-3 P 0pre tC 


>n St. (718)62 


>-sponsored by Pa 
Slope Food Co-op and 
Brooklyn Ethical Culture 
Society. $10. 8 pm. 53 Prospect 
Park West. (718)768-2972. 

CONCERT: Plymouth Church a 
rhythm and blues concert. 8 
pm. Call for ticket information. 
75 Hicks St. (718) 624-4743. 

TWO BOOTS: blues with Turnstyle 


's. 10 pr 


>r. 514 


GALLERY PLAYERS: "Don't Call 


BROOKLYN LYCEUM: "31 B< 


9:30 pm Old American_Can 

Avenue. (718) 608-9536. 
BROOKLYN ARTS EXCHANGE: 
presents "A Shared Evening." 8 
pm. See Sat., Jan. 18. 

LOCAL PRODUCE: Spoke the 
LJ” U P '“- icing in Park Slope 


minutes of whatever it is 
do best at its second an 
Winter Follies. Call. 421 
Ave. (718) 857-5158. 



Restaurant 

eSsfe, 

Oyster Bar 

Available for Private Functions 

8201 Third Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
Tel: 71 8.833.6666 Fax: 71 8.680.41 72 



ITALIAN 

RESTAURANT 


Come Dine at Romano Restaurant 

and Play Quick Draw or Any Lotto Game! 

ffftfRM Monday thru Friday 

mtjM Quick Draw Dinner ^ 


We deliver 7 days a week 

Sun.-Thurs. 12-1 1pm • Fri. & Sat. 12- lam 


Lip Smacking, 
Good Food! 


at Park Slope’s Original Southern Restaurant 


• Southern Fried Chicken 

• Down Home BBQ 

• Cajun 8f Creole Specialties 


Come Join Us For 
Sat & Sun Brunch 
11am to 3pm 
www.cornbreadcafe.com 



• Po-Boy Sandwiches 

• Macaroni St Cheese 

• Collard Greens 
and much more... 


Free Delivery 5-1 Opm 

Corn 

Bread 

Cafe 

434 7th Ave. 

(bet. 14th & 15th Sts.) 

( 718 ) 768-3838 

fax# (718) 768-2371 

Mon-Thur: 5-1 Opm; Fri: 5-1 1pm 
Sat: llam-llpm; Sun: llam-IOpm 


14G-BAY 

Caribbean £oul C-uisine & 'Bakery 

“favorite restaurant” 


112 DeKalb Ave. • (718) 246-2800 

www.mobayrestaurant.com • - WBIIT1I 
HOURS: Mon-Thurs: It-ttpm; Fri-Sat: 11-12pm; Sun:3-10pm 


THEX- READINGS 



www.x-readings.org 

FREE - Saturdays 
January 25, 8-10 PM 
February 22, 8-10 PM 



Jewish Executive Learning Annex presents 

EIGHT DATES 


8 Guys, 8 Gals 
8 Minutes 


Ages 40-60 

Join the Jewish Dating program that everybody's talking about. 
Forget the awkward ice-breaking and meet professional Jewish 
singles in a relaxed environment. 

Wednesday, January 22 • 8 to 10 pm 
Venue: Bargemusic 


Bargemusic is a 102-foot long converted barge with oak 
wood paneling, a fireplace, and spectacular views of 
the lower Manhattan skyline along the East River. 
Directions: Bargemusic is located next to the River Cafe 
at Fulton Ferry Landing in Brooklyn Heights, just south of 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Free Parking: Turn left on Furman Street and make 
the first right into the Bargemusic parking lot. 

A delicious array of wine and cheese will be served. 
Couvert: $25 

Advanced registration only - Limited availability 

For further information, contact Simcha Weinstein 

( 718 ) 596-4840 




Upcoming Performances 


Hungarian Symphony Orchestra 

SUN • JAN 19, 2003 • 2PM 

Tickets: $3C) f ° u N D AT 1 ° N 


Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba 


Aesop’s Fables 

TheatreworkslUSA 

sponsored by ©j PMorganChase and 
Ages 5 - 10 ■ Tickets: $15 

Dang Thai Son 

SUN • FEB 9, 2003 - 2PM 


Freddie Jackson & Oleta Adams 

A Valentine’s Concert 
SAT • FEB 15, 2003 • 8PM 

sponsored by ‘-’jPMorganChase 


Call 7IS.e5l.45DD 

Tu e s d ay - S at u rd ay I - 6pm 
Group Sales 718.951.4600 x27 

for complete season ■ brooklyncenter.com ; ; £3 
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Architects II Construction 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 




j Approvals & Permits 

Department of Buildings & Landmarks 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 

EMAIL felix63@aol.com UFN 



Bathroom Refinishing 


<£ JULIA’S 

Bathroom Reglazi 


serializing in Modern & Antique 

(718) 832-2928 R26 06 


NorthEast Painting 
& Carpentry Co. 

Interior Renovations • Dry Walls 
Taping & Spackling 
Frames & Molding Installation 

(718) 882-4176 

by Nicholas Dimitratos Brothers and Sons 


Carpet Cleaning 


A & J Carpet Co. 

Upholstery Cleaning & 
Professional Carpet Cleaning 
Pet Stains • Floods • Wood 

(212) 831-1189 

Affordable Prices • Eves & Weekends 


dg designs'* 


office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 


Timeless 

CONSTRUCTION & 
RESTORATION CORP. 

Complete interior renovation 
specialist continuing two genera- 
tions of fine craftsmanship 
Specialties include: 




(718) 979-0913 


Complete Remodeling ir 
Bathrooms • Kitchens 


(718) 322-4340 
(718) 322-9003 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 



oklyn 
pers 


TRY US FIRST!!! 


AT WORk 


Fully equipped with all trades 

ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING • CARPENTRY 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproc 


License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

MTO.Hrilil 


KNOCKOUT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 




Cement Work • Carpentry • A/C Sys. 
Cabinets • Iron Work • Roofing 

1 (800) 926-6955 

HIL# 0838887 -INSURED 


3 Architectural Design 
J Interior Renovations 

Commercial 

Residential 

| Custom Renovation 
Specialist 

' Licensed & Bonded 


Fully Insured 


TRIUMPH 

CONSTRUCTION 

1 (917) 847-8307 


MORGAN’S Jsr/ 


Specializing in Brownstone 
Renovations. Also: Brick-laying, 
Painting, Carpentry, Roofing, et 
Lie# 1094488 

Tel: (718) 469-8165 Cell: (347) 245-791 


Chris Mullins 
Contracting 


Carpentry • All Renovations 


718-276-8558 


Custom Woodworking 


WOODWORKS 


Call for free estimates 
(718) 238-4626 


Call to 
advertise 

iT^oklyn 

834-9161 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT CONTROL 

SPECIALISTS 

RESIDENTIAL • COMERCIAL 

“Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718 832-0900 

A Service Company You Can Depend Or 
Licensed & Insured 

$10 OFF Any Service With This Ad 



DECKS 

by Bart -p'' 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


m 


BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


' n “(718) r ^M-2444 [ I 


vvt c 


Licensed Electricians 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 

Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 854-2984 r2 i8 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 


Engineer (Licensed) 


LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 
LEE KANTOR, P.E. 

(718) 491-0804 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
^Carpets steam cleaned & 

Tll Vr8-720-2555 e R l-3i 


WOOD FLOOR 

SPECIALISTS 

Insured/Bonded 
Sand • Stain • Bleach • Pickle 

R ° aS 7 18-32 1-0635o7 tS 
1-800-870-0635 R2M2 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 R2Ma 


* Carpentry * Tiling * Painting * 

* Sheetrock * Bathrooms * 

* Kitchens * Basements * 

Free Estimates 

VITALI 

718 • 344-61 27 R26 0f 

KBM Contracting 


Interior Design 

Painting: 

Decorative or Otherwise 
Wallpaper Installation 

Ask for Jonathan 

718-491-4870 R2M9 


Landscaping/Gardening 


Prepare your Garden 
for Next Season! 


m 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 

& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We 
carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 





TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 ■ 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


1, 2, 3, MEN 
W/TRUCK/VAN 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


<V 

_ Lai 


Professional 

ainting 


Taping, plastering, wallpaper remova 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 




Call (718) 332-7041 


,| Movers (Licensed) 

MS SCSI MOVING 

Moving & Storage 

? UPSTATE 
5 NY& < 
f DEAL ; 

m 



/irsn 

ist 

>istance 

An 

Tri-State 

C 

tique Moving Speciali 
; Area • Local/Long l 
ommercial/Residentia 

Jlass Storage^n You r Neighborhood \ 
r ee Estimates • Radio Dispatch ■ 

king Cartons & Supplies Available ° 
professional & Reliable Service 
1 Recommendations Available 

Customer Satisfaction is Our Top Priority 

Office 718-336-0046 
Fax 718-998-2622 • Beeper 917-467-0776 
Cell 646-210-7174 

Sen/icing the Community For Over 1 6 Years 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Painting II Plumbing 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


Interiors 


Painting - Plastering 
Paper Hanging - Glazing 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718-522-3534 


Plaster (Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 


718-439-7309 


Paint Removal 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


A. Walsh 718-875-3033 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing H sS 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 


Garden & Landscaping W« 

Ryan 8t Paul 
718-857-3661 


SUPERIOR 

ROOFING CO. 

8805 3rd Ave. Bklyn, N.Y. 11209 

• Hot & Cold Tar - Shingling 

• Rubberize - Steam Cleaning 

• Cement & Brick Work 

718-833-5752 
646-261 -4805 _ 


EASTECH 

ROOFING 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


License #0831318 

718-646-4540 

1 (347) 385-4696 


Rubbish Removal 


Roll-Off Container Service 


Container Sizes & Prices 

10 yd $295 + tax 
20 yd $495 + tax 
30 yd $595 + tax 

only: furniture, clothing, appliances. 
Demolition Debris is additional price. 

Clean out truck 9 yd $325 per load. 


NOW is the time to check 
your boiler - NOT January! 

PLUMBING 

announces its v j ^ 

io Point 

Boiler Check ^ 
COMPLETE BOILER & 

WATER HEATER INSTALLATION 



Rubbish Removal 


AAA Plus Service Inc. 

FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES 

OFFICE: (718) 251-3447 
CELL: 1 (646) 523-5535 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 
Constn 
Hous 
All appli 

ALL Contractors welcon 

Commercial Stores Welcoi 
Daily Pick-Ups 
Mini Containers Availat 




^ed 




Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

718-369-7252 

Beeper 917-808-1560 
Lie: TWC-L-341 3 
Fully Insured R2frl , 



FLOOR SANDING 
AVAILABLE 

718 - 893-4006 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

71 8 - 207-0762 





• Shop at Home • Free Est. 
Perfect Touch Decorators 

718 - 263-8383 

Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 


Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured 
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Brooklyn's # 1 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

"1 Resource 
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Help Wanted • Situation Wanted • Business Opportunities • Income Opportunities • Adoptions • Automotive 
Bed & Breakfast • Bridal & Special Occasions • Business Services • Children & Childcare • Cleaning Services • Firewood 
Home Care • Instruction • Merchandise • Movers, Storage & Truckers • New Age • Personal Care • Pet Services • Psychics 

— To advertise please call 834-9161, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm — 





Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Doctor's Office - Full time. 
Experienced, organized, multi- 


718-438-4807 


Office Assistant 

PT/FT. Needed at Eye Surgeon in 
Bklyn Hts. No exp. nec. $9-10/hr. 
Promotional oppt. Computer, typ- 
ing, interpersonal skills required. 


Floor Manager 

Needed for busy Brooklyn 
restaurant. Exp. only. Fax 
resumes to: 

(718) 848-1053 


REAL ESTATE/ PK SLOPE 

Sales Manager to run & hire 
agents, strong lister, excellent 
office support & location. Salary 
& commisssion, FAX resume 

718-768-5200 


Ed Director with MA/MS in 
ECE & current NYS cert. 

2 Group Teachers with BA/BS 
in ECE & NYS cert N-6. 

2 Group Leaders with BA/BS 
in ECE. 

Ass't Cook with H.S. or GED 
& exp cooking for large 
group. Must have Board of 
Health Food Cert. 

FAX Resume to Sandra Glenn, 
Sponsoring Bd. 

(718) 858-1618 


Bookkeeper 

Experienced bookkeeper for 2 
busy restaurants. Exp. only. Fax 
resumes to: 

(718) 848-1053 R02 


Waitstaff 

Needed for busy Brooklyn 
restaurant. Exp. only. Fax 
resumes to: 

(718) 848-1053 


Baby Photographer 

P/T, pleasant work. National com- 
pany seeks reliable person to pho- 
tograph babies at Brooklyn area 
hospital. Morning hours, weekends 
included. No exp. nec. Call (800) 
637-9323, ext. 401. W01 


Receptionist 

For the Court Street offices of The 
Brooklyn Papers. Excellent phone 
manner, typing, filing, mailing and 
more. Call Joanne Scott (718) 834- 
9350. R02 


Part Time 

Office/Recept/Phones 

For non-profit organization. Some 


Lt. Office 
hourly ra 


e. Excell. 


( 718 ) 643-9710 


P/T Bookkeeper 

TWO DAYS A WEEK 



e. (718)763-1720. 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Foy House 

Bed and Breakfast 
in the heart of Park Slope 


(718) 636-1492 
By appointment only 


An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visitng Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

CbvpAone (718) 434-7628 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


BRIDAL & 
SPEC’L OCCS. 


f Bridezilla 
Productions 

stylish events with 
monstrous attention tn detail 

weddings parties mitzvaks 

718-768-1531 


CD DUPLICATION 


200 CD DUPES 
FOR $100 

Visit ParkSlopeCD.com 

(718) 399-0777 R26 .„ 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


Fanny Bryce Services 

Domestic help and childcare 
'table. Live-ins and Live- 
P/T or F/T. References 


(718) 951-1498 R 




Babysitter Wanted 

Child care needed. Energetic fun 

year old boy from PS 321, until 
7pm, M-F. Call Suzanne: (212) 
282-7945 or (718) 638-7826. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718 - 573-4165 


IlfUurpljg's jHaiDsH 



To advertise call 

834-9161 

ask for classified 

Monday through. Friday 9am-5pm 

DEADLINE FOR THURSDAY’S PAPER IS TUESDAY 4 PM 

• The Brooklyn Classifieds appear in neighborhood editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which an ad runs. • Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT 
be cancelled before its first insertion. 

• Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally included in the next edition. But some- 
times ads may be held for an additional week, based on production and space considera- 
tions. The Brooklyn Papers shall be under no liability for its failure for any cause to 
insert an advertisement. 

• Ads ordered to run more than one week may be cancelled after the first week. However, 
while the ad may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be issued. 

• Contract rates for Classified Ads are “rate holders” — no skipped issues permitted. 

• Special “package price” and other discounted multiple insertion rates require prepayment 
for the total number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and may not be short 
rated to achieve a lower rate on renewal. 

• In the event of an error in a published ad, please contact The Brooklyn 
Papers by the first deadline following publication date. 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


Julia’s Cleaning 
Service 
QUALITY WORK 

(718)462-4009 


ENTERTAINMENT 


WlfM LTSHA 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 

"OTSOF FUN!! 

(917) 328-6310 


33(1©®) 

The Party Clown & Magician 

occasior^ 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 


INSTRUCTION 



Brooklyn A 

‘ ' you. Call KIRSTEN. 

( 718 ) 855-5344 


SLOPE MUSIC 



State & City Lie 

MATH TEACHER 

Incl. Pre-Calculus and GED Math 

Emma (718) 531-3960 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 

my office. Experienced teacher with 
master's degree. Children & adults. 

Bob Blumenthal 

718-499-4787 

Reasonable Rates R 26-37 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 


Steven (718) 707-1033 


(718) 874-1042 MC/VISA/AmEx 


Test Prep/Tutor 


Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn. 

Eric (718) 398-7509 

TUTORING 

Math, Science, Accounting 
All Levels 

PLEASE CALL 

(646) 267-841 0 B26 . 03 

HOW DID YOU DO 
ON YOUR EXAM? 

Succeed with Tutoring 
All Ages • All Subjects 

Call (718) 288-5470 


HOME CARE 


(718) 735-1361. L 


MERCHANDISE 


Merchandise for Sale 




Merchandise Wanted 


Cash for Old Records 
Compact Discs & DVDs 

Call Chris or John 

(212) 254-1100 

"We make house calls" 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS 8c 
WATCHES WANTED 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


ORGANIZER 


Professional 
C7f Organizer 

t -' A clutter specialist 

here to simplify your life! 

Home & Office 

(718) 243-1225 


PSYCHICS 


★Maria's PalmVt 
& Tarot Cards 

Reader and advisor. Spiritual 
advice on all problems. Call for 
one free question. 

(718) 621-5616 

6318 14th Ave. (63-64th St) 


GET OUT THERE BROOKLYN! 

Advertise with us... 

834-9161 



Call Now For Free Consultation 

Injured? Ask Miller! 

Thomas K. Miller, Esq. 

Personal injury attorney 

212-941-0792 

www.thomASKM 1 1 J .FR.com 

Millions recovered/Check web site for proven results 
377 Broadway, New York, NY 10013 

* \A/9A_0n 


Free banl 
consultati 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. . 

3! 


call Richard Klass today. 1 

18) COURT-STl 

(718)268-78781 

nfl Richard A. Klass, Esq. l 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter fi. Gray; P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Accountants & 
Tax Services 


Quinn & Associates 

An Accounting and 
Business Services Firm 
CFO Services • Advisory Services 
Accounting and Auditing 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
STOP FORECLOSURE 
RICHARD S. FEINSILVER, ESQ. 
FREE CONSULTATION 
BROOKLYN: 111 Livingston Street 

800-479-6330 


Imprinted Gifts & Novelties 


Satire 

Alternatives 


Best Prices on T-Shirts and: 



DESK ACCESSORIES 
LETTER OPENERS 
POCKET KNIFES 
CALCULATORS 
STRESS BALLS 
SWEATSHIRTS 


CHOCOLATES 
FLASHLIGHTS 
MOUSE PADS 
SUNGLASSES 
GOLF BALLS 
BALLOONS 


CD CASES RULERS 

WHISTLES STRESS 

KEY TAGS MUGS 

T-SHIRT BAGS 

GLOVES HATS 

PENCILS PENS 


(631) 425-5999 

( 888 ) 425-0039 Quick Turnaround! 

Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 


The Law Offices of 
Mercedes Neira 

^amNy^ M^monbl Law” 
Criminal Defense 

26 Court Street, Suite 600 
Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 
Telephone: 212-709-8239 
Cell: 917-539-1703 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 


Brooklyn, New York 11 201 

(718) 210-4738 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 

• Wills & Estates • Planning 

• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 

• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 

Evenings and home 
visits available R26 . 2 s 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 


Computer CPR 


718 522-5090 
info@cpr.com , 


computer 

catch c * « 
cold? 

Call the 

TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 

Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC and Windows 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! 


r Fast Computer relief, Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


Computer Solutions 

For All Problems 


718-375-1186 or 
917-804-8465 , 


Financial Services 



Legal Services 


A & B Corporate 
Service, LLC 

44 Court Street - Suite 918 
Bklyn, NY 11201 
Bankruptcy • Divorces 
Filing for Corporations 
All mtotmn « CMfidem^m^discreet 

fax 718-686-1737 


16 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 

CALL for a FREE consultation 

718.624.5549 R26 . 26 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax:(718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


• Gill SB Consulting • 

Website Design 
Small Business Consulting 
Finance & Accounting Services 
t: 718.789.2494 e: pau/@pau/gi//.us 













































